
July 21, 2019  (Pentecost 6 C) 

Luke 9:51-62 

“Tough Lessons about Kingdom Work:” 

 

“This is no time for joking around!” When someone says that, 

it’s because the situation is grave and it warrants a sober and serious 

attitude.  Jesus displays a real sharp edge and attitude in our Gospel 

Lesson for today.  We know why: He had very serious and important 

work to do.  He was making his way to Jerusalem, where He would 

redeem the world by laying down his life as the perfect sacrifice for 

all human sin.  This was BEYOND enormous – and He knew the 

ultimate price it would cost Him.   

He also knew about the Kingdom Work He would be placing 

in the hands of His followers once His goal was complete.  His people 

would bring the Gospel to the world for the salvation of (God only 

knows how many) people.  Their work was serious work too.  Jesus 

trained, taught and prepared them for that enormous task.   

This same work has now been placed in our hands, and God 

has called us to be a part of His Kingdom plans.  God helps us 

understand that our role in His work is more IMPORTANT than 

anything else we do in life.  Our time on earth as His children is filled 

with various opportunities to make an eternal difference in the lives of 

others – and thus build up God’s family.  Each one of us has a part to 

play in this work – we all contribute in our own unique ways, as we 

let our light shine in this dark world by reflecting the love and truth of 

Christ.   

In this text Jesus has some tough lessons for us, His modern-

day disciples, as we seek to carry out His Kingdom work.  Lessons 

#1&2 are found in Luke 9:51-56. (EHV) 

51 When the days were approaching for him to be taken 

up, Jesus was determined to go to Jerusalem. 52 He sent 

messengers ahead of him. They went and entered a Samaritan 

village to make preparations for him. 53 But the people did not 

welcome him, because he was determined to go to Jerusalem. 54 

When his disciples James and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do 

you want us to call down fire from heaven to consume them?” 55 

But he turned and rebuked them. “You don’t know what kind of 

spirit is influencing you. 56 For the Son of Man did not come to 

destroy people’s souls, but to save them.” Then they went to 

another village. 

Some people didn’t welcome Jesus – so, they won’t welcome 

His followers either. Lesson 1:  Expect opposition.  That opposition 

made James and John angry – they wanted to destroy that town with 

holy FIRE from heaven.  But – Jesus rebuked them.  He scolded 

them.  He was angry and frustrated with them – because, God wants 

us to LOVE people; even those who do not love us.   He rebukes ME 

here in this verse too – I don’t know if you’re like me at all, but I’m 

often quick to want God’s judgment to reign down on those who 

reject and hate Him.  I watch the news on what’s happening in Iran 

(for example) – and I’m quick think or say, “Hey – just blow them 

up!”  Jesus shuts my mouth here and reminds it’s our job to love and 

pray for all those who stand as His enemies.  

That brings us to another lesson we can take from these 

verses: #2) Be patient with those who reject you and who reject Jesus.  

Jesus would let the Heavenly Father decide when time ran out for the 

people of that Samaritan village.  Until that day, Jesus would pray that 

they would repent and come to believe in Him – the One who was on 

his way to Jerusalem to die for their souls too.   

There’s a third lesson Jesus teaches us here in the rest of this 

text: Verses 57-62: 

57 As they went on the way, a man said to him, “I will 

follow you wherever you go.” 58 Jesus said to him, “Foxes have 

holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no 

place to lay his head.” 

59 He said to another man, “Follow me!” But he said, 

“Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 60 Jesus told him, 

“Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the 

kingdom of God.” 

 What did Jesus mean by that?  To correctly interpret His 

words, you need to look at how Jesus talked about “the dead” – He 

spoke of the physically dead, and the spiritually dead.  Knowing that 

we can understand Him: He’s saying the spiritually dead (unbelievers) 

can worry about burying those who have died.  Sure, it’s important – 

but anyone can do that work, only believers who have spiritual life, 

on the other hand, can carry out His work. Telling others about God 

and what He has done is simply more important. 



61 Another man also said, “I will follow you, Lord, but 

first let me say good-bye to those at my home.” 62 Jesus told him, 

“No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for 

the kingdom of God.” 

Lesson #3) Carrying out God’s Kingdom work will cost you – 

it might even cost you your life.  If you’re not 100% in – then don’t 

bother! He expects His people to prioritize His work as #1 – and He 

accepts no excuses whatsoever.   

If He seemed more than a little frustrated with His followers 

back then – how must our Lord feel about the state of Christianity 

today?  How many of His followers today – especially here in North 

America – are so wrapped up in their own lives, pleasures and 

pursuits – that they don’t care, they don’t give, and they don’t serve to 

advance the Kingdom of Christ?  How many who call themselves 

Christians, can’t even bother to come to church anymore? Many think 

Christianity is just about sitting in a pew once in a while (Christmas 

and Easter is good enough), and tossing some leftover cash in the 

offering plate to compensate the preacher, and to keep the church 

from crumbling.   

Even among those who do actually get seriously involved in 

reaching out with the Christian faith – how many of those are doing it 

for totally wrong reasons?  Some think they have to PROVE their 

faith is genuine and that they are real believers – they can easily 

become Pharisees.  Some think the latest “flavor of the week” at the 

Christian bookstore can teach us how to grow the church by giving 

people what they want – following a business-type model, and it’ll be 

super easy, fun, and successful if you just do it right.   

When I studied these words and considered how frustrated 

Jesus seemed to be with them, it made me scared to think how 

frustrated He must be with me, and with us.  He won’t accept ANY 

excuses . . . and we’re experts at coming up with excuses! “Sorry 

Jesus – today’s my day off.  I’m not good at sharing my faith. I’m too 

old / too young / too busy. Money is really tight right now.  I can’t 

work with those people at church; they’re annoying.”  Jesus 

PUNCHES us in the gut here – leaves us crumpled on the ground in 

pain – and walks away.   

Boy – nice sermon today Pastor Halldorson! Where’s the 

GRACE?  Where’s the MERCY in this text?  Well, it’s there – look 

again at the first verse of this text . . . where was Jesus going, and 

why?   To Jerusalem.  To suffer and die.  To provide the world with 

forgiveness for all our sins.  God took out ALL of His 

FRUSTRATION over all our sins – out on His own Sinless Son.  We 

get grace.  We get forgiveness.  We get eternal salvation – instead 

of what we deserve.  That’s God’s Amazing Grace. He picks us up off 

the ground and says that God wants YOU / Me – to be His witness 

and help build His Kingdom.  He reminds us that we are perfectly 

equipped and perfectly suited to the task – because He has made us 

that way and covered us with His perfection.   

Heaven is our home – but we’re not there yet!  And – before 

we get there we have priceless TIME to willingly, joyfully, and freely 

participate in the most important work of the universe: expanding the 

Kingdom of God by sharing the Truth of Christ with more souls. We 

want other people to be in heaven with us.  Jesus motivates us, opens 

our eyes, and teaches us how to do that in these verses: 

1. Love those who do not love you.  Pray for them.  Be kind to 

them. This is a uniquely Christian trait – and it’s a powerful way 

to do His Kingdom Work.  

2. Be patient with them.  Don’t give up on them until their time of 

grace has ended. Patiently wait for those opportunities to show 

Jesus’ love and tell of His glorious deeds – God will provide 

you those times.  

3. Realize that if it wasn’t easy for Christ Himself, or His disciples 

back then . . . therefore it’s not going to be simple or easy for us 

either.  It may cost us to bring the Gospel to others.  It might 

even cost us everything.   

In every believers life the day comes when the “rubber meets 

the road” and we have to decide: are we going to keep following this 

path of faith the Holy Spirit has put us on – or – are we going to give 

up on following Jesus, because it has become too difficult?  

I hope and pray that God’s Word has toughened us up and 

prepared us to answer that question correctly, when the time comes.  

These are tough lessons that Jesus has taught us here, and it’s tough 

work He has set before us.  If all together we can just reach ONE soul 

– it’s still way more than worth it.  Now is the time to “put our hands 

to the plow” and to put in the hard work.  Ecclesiastes 3 reminds us 

there is a time for everything / a time for laughing and rejoicing – a 

time for crying and mourning.  But – when it comes to Kingdom 

Work – it’s time to get deadly serious!   


