February 10, 2019  (Epiphany 5 C)

Luke 5:1-11
“Simon Peter’s Career Change”

Good morning to you all.  Pastor Halldorson was away part of the week at a Grow Conference in a place called Houston (maybe you’ve heard of it, I think it’s a fishing village down there by the sea). He asked if I could talk with you briefly about an event I experienced long ago. It’s no big deal for me – I was there.  Your Gospel lesson for today goes back to a big day in my life.  It was my big Career Change.  I went from being Simon . . . the fisher of FISH . . . to being Simon Peter . . . the fisher of MEN. 
First of all, I want you to be assured of the fact: Luke’s record of this account is accurate.  I was there and that’s how it took place.  It was early in the ministry of Jesus.  I’m guessing you usually think of Him travelling around with us disciples for those 3 years – but in the beginning He started his earthly ministry as sort of a lone travelling preacher.  
With his powerful words and powerful miracles – it didn’t take long for word to spread concerning him.  Everyone was talking.  Some were saying, “The Messiah is HERE!”  Others, including many influential leaders, denounced him and said he was dangerous.  Some really loved to hear him speak, and some didn’t care about his words and only wanted to see the miracles.  

I heard him preach and even got to see some incredible miracles.  By this point, though I didn’t know him real well, he had come to my house and healed my mother-in-law from a bad fever.  She got up right away and felt fine – it was incredible / it was miraculous.  It showed His Divine power, but also His amazing compassion and love. 
He wasn’t really what I expected the Messiah to be.  We wanted ACTION on a global scale.  We thought it was time to get an army together and build God’s Nation and topple the Roman government.  But He didn’t seem too interested in that.  He had other goals.  
On that day you heard about in your Gospel Lesson (Luke 5:1-11) Jesus came by as we were cleaning our nets from a long night of disappointing fishing.  Jesus often travelled with a hoard of people around him.  They were throwing questions at him from all sides, pressing up against him, trying to get his attention and push themselves in front of others. He came to me, climbed into my little boat, and asked me to row out a bit so he could have some space and address the crowd as a group.  I got a front row seat to hear another of his sermons, so I was delighted – and honored!  

He spoke, as you know, with God’s wisdom and authority.  We were all glued to his words.  
· Usually teachers of the Law just tell us what we’re supposed to do and not do.  Jesus got BEHIND the laws and told us why they’re important and why God gave them to us.  
· It’s like He filled in all the blanks and helped us see what God is really like.  
· Hearing how our Lord is a God of forgiveness, mercy and love – touched us all.  

· He spoke more of what God does for us than what we do for God.  

· We all wanted God to build up and restore our nation, but Jesus spoke in a way that made it seem more like God is building a FAMILY – with people from all over and doing great things with humble servants.  All these things (and more) would be learned as we continued to follow him through those years. 
I don’t even recall how long he preached for – but the time came when he dismissed all the crowds.  We were all pretty mentally exhausted as we digested his words and teachings.  
As people drifted over the hills returning home, He turned to me and my partners (James and John) and said, “Put out to deeper water and let down the nets so we can catch some fish.” 
We had been fishing through most of the night with nothing to show for it.  Now he wants us to try again in the heat of the day?  We knew fishing on this lake – it was our business!  We all knew we wouldn’t catch a thing and it would be a waste of time – so I said something.  As I was speaking and looking into his eyes, I remembered WHO I was talking to.  I tried to quickly salvage things by saying, “But because you say so – we’ll go let down the nets!”
Almost instantly the nets were full and the boat suddenly tipped hard on the side where we had let down the nets.  I yelled in surprise, but Jesus just calmly went about bringing in the catch. The nets were ripping they were so full.  We called over James and John in the other boat to help and their boat was filled to the brim as well.  Your text says that we were astonished.  That’s because we all KNEW it was another miracle.  I wish you could have seen it; there was simply NO doubt about it.  

That’s why I fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!”  I guess I’ve always been the first guy to say something or even blurt out something without thinking it through.  I don’t know if you can identify with what I was feeling or not.  It was like I was suddenly confronted with the presence of God – in MY boat!  All I could think of was how rotten of a person I am.  My mistakes, my hot temper, my selfishness, my greed – it all just flooded into my mind as I sat there in the boat full of fish across from God Himself.  Do you know what that feeling is like?  You’re sitting there, drenched in guilt – like a pig, covered in filth and muck . . . and the last thing you want is JESUS standing right there looking at you. You want to find the deepest hole you can and hide there as long as you can.  
I’ll never forget his reaction: Μὴ φοβοῦ (Do not be afraid.) It’s the same thing He said to us many times.  I’ll never forget hearing it in the Garden of Gethsemane when we were totally freaked out about what He was telling us was going to happen.  I’ll never forget hearing it in the upper room behind locked doors after He rose from the dead and we were all filled with fear wondering, “What NOW?!” We thought He might be there to destroy us for deserting Him, running away – or – worst of all, denying Him three times.  
DO NOT BE AFRAID.  Those words are as powerful as the miracles He did and they apply to you as much as they did to me.  Sins, guilt, fears, uncertainty – all that mud that clings to our souls is purged away when Christ speaks those incredible words to us.  
Then, He proceeded to give me a new career.  From that day on, we would be Fishers of Men.   It took a lot of time and training before we were sent out to win souls for Christ.  But you know Jesus, He says something, and it ALWAYS happens.  That day I didn’t really understand what He meant – but with time, He made us all fishers of men.  This promise came back to our minds on Pentecost – when by the Spirit’s power over 3,000 souls were hauled into God’s family – the “nets” were bursting that day too!  Through the rest of my life I got to witness and be a part of God bringing more souls into His Kingdom.  Heaven is truly amazing, but – man, those days of “fishing for men” on that side of glory are pretty incredible too! 
I appreciate you allowing me to speak today, but I don’t just want the message to be about me.  I also want it to be about YOU.  I have finished my earthly pilgrimage and I’m now at rest in our Lord’s House.  Now, here in 2019, you people are the disciples whom Jesus has called to be fishers of human beings.   

Your call isn’t exactly like mine was – you may be called to keep your day job.  But then you have 2 jobs.  Fulfill whatever responsibilities you have – as employees / students / parents / spouses / grandparents / whatever – and do it as for the Lord Himself.  AND, help catch more souls for Christ, here in this little pond, and around the globe.  
Remember, Christ is still building His FAMILY.  One person at a time.  You are a part of that.  I’ve been around a lot longer than any of you, and I’ve seen things from the other side, and I can tell you: God’s got GREAT PLANS for each and every one of you.  In His time and in His way, He’ll make you into fishers of men and accomplish great things through you and your little flock here. 
· How do we know that?   Because He says so.   
· How do you know that ALL your sins are washed away?  Because He says so.   
· How do you know that you have been designed to do great things which God prepared in advance for you to do?  Because He says so.   
· How do you know baptism is a powerful tool that God uses to wrap people in the Righteousness of Christ?  Because He says so.   
· How do you know the Lord’s Supper is an incredible privilege that bonds us together as a spiritual family and connects us to Christ himself through His body and blood, present in a miraculous way? Because He says so.  
· Why did we go out and put the nets down when it seemed totally pointless?  Because He said so.  Look at what happened!  
· What you do here is not pointless – it’s more important than you can ever imagine.  Go let your nets down in this community and catch souls for Christ.  Do it because He says so.   Then step back and see what the Lord can do.  
I’ll turn the service back over to your pastor now, thanks for the opportunity to share my experience.  See you on that distant shore.   

