
April 14, 2019  (Palm Sunday C) 

Luke 19:37-40 

“Keep Quiet . . . or . . . Cry Out?” 

 

Do you ever think to yourself, “I wish I would have said 

something.”  Or – perhaps, the flip side: “I wish I would have kept 

my mouth shut.”   It’s an incredibly practical question to wrestle with 

here as we live out our lives.   

Today, on Palm Sunday, we’re going to zero in on Jesus, the 

crowds of His followers, and the Pharisees – who were wrestling with 

that very question – to see what we can learn.  On this special day it 

just seems so natural and appropriate (and it is) to lift our voices in 

praise and join with Christians across the world and through time 

going all the way back to that 1
st
 Palm Sunday, where believers 

shouted: “HOSANNA to the King / the Son of David / the long 

awaited promised Messiah!”   

That word “Hosanna” is a Hebrew word that the people used 

routinely in their worship life, and perhaps they were not even aware 

of the root meaning of that word – yet it couldn’t have been more 

appropriate for this Palm Sunday parade as Jesus entered Jerusalem.  

It means literally, “LORD save [us] now! / LORD rescue [us] now!”  

- and THAT is exactly what He was coming to Jerusalem to now do.  

They didn’t know the full scope of what was going on here – no one 

but Jesus fully appreciated how appropriate that term “Hosanna” was 

on this day, or how much that salvation would cost the sinless Savior 

of the world.  They didn’t understand fully what was going on here, 

but – they had seen great and miraculous things.  They put their hope 

in Him, so they had no choice but to praise Him on that first Palm 

Sunday: Luke 19:37-38 (EHV)   

37 As he was approaching the slope of the Mount of Olives, 

the whole crowd of disciples began to praise God joyfully, with a 

loud voice, for all the miracles they had seen, [Think of Lazarus 

being recently raised from the dead, and healed blind men and lepers 

likely in the crowd.] 38 saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in 

the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 

The promised King of Peace was finally here, they HAD to 

praise Him. But, there’s another side to the story here.  The Pharisees 

had a good point and presented quite a logical argument: This 

celebration was dangerous!   This city was already divided about 

Jesus.  Everyone was on edge.  This unauthorized parade (that was 

NOT approved by the religious leaders, nor run by the Roman 

authority) could get a lot of people hurt and killed.  The Roman 

soldiers were not shy about slaughtering people in order to keep the 

peace.  There was no tear-gas or rubber bullets – but there were 

heavily armed; blood thirsty soldiers, who didn’t need much impetus 

to start killing people.  They wouldn’t stop until the people were put 

in their place and any talk of rioting was put to an end.   

No wonder the Pharisees approached Jesus with this plea: 

Verse 39 Some of the Pharisees from the crowd said to him, 

“Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” “Get your disciples under 

control!! Shut them up!  Don’t draw attention to this event!  Don’t be 

a fool – rebuke them!”And, no doubt, they were hoping and expecting 

to hear from Jesus, “Hmm – you’re right!  We best be safe here.  Let’s 

set aside our differences for the time being, and get everyone calmed 

down.  We don’t want to rouse the Roman army here.  We have to put 

the safety of the people first.”  

Is that what Jesus said?     Hardly.      Quite the opposite. 

Verse 40 He replied, “I tell you, if these people would be silent, 

the stones would cry out.” NOTHING was going to stop this parade.  

And, even if they could find a way of shutting up the crowds, the 

stones would cry out in praise.  And – Jesus just continued to 

infuriate the Pharisees!  Everyone else did what they were told, but 

Jesus considered their words and advice worthless – He didn’t care 

about their “logical” fears and concerns, and He just brushed them 

off.   

Jesus knew something they didn’t.  Something HUGE was 

going on here.  This event itself was spoken of by the prophet 

Zechariah some 500 years earlier.  The salvation of the world was 

about to be fought for – and won.  The pathetic Roman army was no 

threat, and could not stand in the way of THIS great showdown 

between Jesus and Satan.  The city would know He arrived and thus 

be prepared of the events of Good Friday and Easter Sunday.  The 

crowds would not / and COULD not / be silenced.   

So – when it comes to Palm Sunday, keeping silent is really no 

option at all.  We cry out in worship and praise! We (today, in 

Texas) don’t even really have anything to be afraid of, or take any 

serious risks in being here to worship Him.   But . . . what about when 



it’s NOT Palm Sunday? What about when it’s a bit more difficult to 

know if we should say something, or keep our mouths shut?    

 What about at work, for example, where management tells you 

that you can NOT talk about your faith, or display overtly 

religious symbols or articles – you might get in trouble.  That’s a 

bit more challenging to consider.    

 What about in that crowded restaurant when the food arrives and 

it’s time to say “grace” (the prayer before a meal) – but there’s a 

whole bunch of people around?  Do you keep quiet, or pray 

confidently and boldly, just as you would at home?   

 What about when you’re with the whole family at Easter – do you 

risk upsetting someone, or being ridiculed – for talking about the 

reason we celebrate Easter, or going to church again!   Do you 

invite family who don’t generally go to church to come along with 

you, or do you keep quiet?  Do you say something about why 

YOU are going, or do you just keep that to yourself?  

 What about the Sunday after Easter?  You’ve just spent many 

hours during Holy Week praising your King . . . do you need a 

break on that following Sunday?  Should we lift our voices in 

praise on that Sunday too . . . or just keep quiet.  

 What about those difficult relationship issues that come up 

between you and others?  Someone has hurt you – do you say 

something or let it go?  Someone you love is living in unrepentant 

sin – do you say something, or let it go?  Someone close to you is 

heading down a dangerous path – do you say something, or let it 

go?  Someone at work is cheating or stealing in some way – do 

you say something, or let it go?  

Those REAL LIFE challenging situations come our way all 

too often, do you keep quiet, or boldly speak out?  I find it helpful 

and insightful in those situations to examine our own personal 

MOTIVES.  What are your reasons for either saying something, or 

keeping quiet?  If, in the moment, you don’t know – take a few 

minutes to think about it first.  Would “speaking up” advance your 

personal agenda somehow?  Would it just make you feel better to 

point out someone else’s faults and mistakes?  Do you want to hurt 

someone back, who has hurt you?  Would it protect you somehow to 

keep silent?  Do you simply hate conflict and prefer to avoid it? Are 

you so afraid of hurting people’s feelings that you err on the side of 

saying nothing?  Any sort of reasons like that are selfish in some way, 

and thus SINFUL.   

Repent of all that, and look once again to Jesus: He knew 

when to keep his mouth closed, even when it could have made His 

life a lot easier to speak up.  He knew when to speak out, even when it 

would cost Him absolutely everything.  Your perfect King entered 

Jerusalem there to die for YOUR sins, and to bring you HIS 

perfection.  All the answers for life’s confusing situations are found in 

Him: forgiveness and peace for mistakes made, righteousness to cover 

our record of failures, and motivation to follow His glorious example.  

Keep silent when it’s your agenda and your selfishness 

pushing you to say something.  Speak out when it’s the good of 

others, a matter of eternal salvation, and the glory of your King at 

stake. No one is going to force you to, Jesus doesn’t work that way. If 

you’re afraid to praise Him or speak out in His defense, or not willing 

to be inconvenienced, or just don’t want to step outside your comfort 

zone – fine, then don’t. If we want to keep quiet, the stones will cry 

out.  He doesn’t need us.  He will be glorified in this world, and He’s 

completely capable of doing what needs to be done with, or without, 

us.  And, based upon the words of our text, what do you suppose He 

might say to us when we approach Him with “logical” reasons as to 

why we were just not able to praise Him all that much throughout our 

lives?   

Not an option – we love Jesus.  And, we do have part of us 

that really does want to praise Him and speak out when it’s the right 

thing to do.  Yes, but why on earth would Jesus want sinful, selfish, 

and self-serving people to praise Him here in the first place?    Grace.    

He loves us anyways.  He came to offer His innocent, holy blood on 

the cross for sinful, selfish, self-serving people so that they are 

CURED / HEALED of that weakness (one day permanently) and be 

numbered with those praising Him in the perfection and glory of 

unending paradise.   He wants you and me (because of grace alone) to 

be there in heaven joining the multitudes of saints and angels without 

end.  During our short lives here He also wants us to know when to 

keep silent, and when to speak out.  This week you’ll see again how 

much He loved us, how much He suffered, how He kept silent at 

times, and spoke out at other times, and how glorious and life-

changing His resurrection really is. Get ready to celebrate it all once 

again!    


