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John 13:31-35 

“Finding glory in all the RIGHT places” 

 

Human beings have a natural need and desire for LOVE.  And, 

sadly, so many people try to find love in all the wrong places.  It’s 

easy for us to shake our heads in disgust at all the immorality and 

perversity out there – we feel sickened and saddened at those lost 

souls who think they are going to find it in places they ought never to 

go / in directions that will only lead them to despair and darkness.  

We want them to see Jesus – and find pure and perfect love in 

Him.  It’s so simple and clear to us who know the Lord – the God 

who is love and who can alone meet that most basic and powerful 

need we all have.  As Saint Augustine is quoted as saying, “You have 

made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until they 

rest in you.”  

Well . . . human beings also have a natural need and desire for 

glory, honor, and praise.  Our self-esteem as individuals is based 

upon what we think others around us (and especially those close to 

us) think and feel about us.  And . . . that reveals a terrible condition 

that each one of us is suffering from: We are guilty of seeking glory, 

honor, and praise – in all the WRONG places!   How so?  We are 

seeking it from people!  We want to be liked / we want to be praised / 

we want to have glorious accomplishments that we (and those around 

us) can celebrate and honor.  We care WAY too much about what 

others think of us – and in that way – we are no better than those 

deviants who are trying to find love in all the wrong places.  

So, what are we to do?  We’ll take a moment and sit with 

Jesus and the disciples in the upper room, where He was taking about 

what was yet to come, and we’ll learn from HIM how to find glory in 

all the RIGHT places: John 13:31-35 (EHV) 

31 After Judas left, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is 

glorified, and God is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, 

God will also glorify the Son in himself and will glorify him at 

once.” 

Striving hard to seek glory and praise is not a bad thing – if – 

one seeks it in the right place by doing the right things.  Jesus wanted 

glory from God the Father (not from men) – by doing the things that 

pleased HIM, not the things that pleased sinful people (like even the 

ones He was sharing a meal with). That’s why He pushed so hard to 

climb the highest mountain and fight through the darkest hell – to 

save mankind, and find glory from God, even there on that hideous 

cross.  He found GLORY there on the cross because that’s what the 

Father had set before Him, and therefore Jesus willingly embraced it. 

All that mattered to Him is what the Father wanted, and all He cared 

about was pleasing Him.   

Jesus Himself said, “I do not accept praise from men.” (John 

5:41). And He rebuked His enemies by saying, “How can you believe 

if you accept praise from one another, yet make no effort to obtain 

the praise that comes from the only God?” (John 5:44).  And in 

chapter 12:43 we read, “For they [the Pharisees] loved praise from 

men more than praise from God.”   The Apostles learned where true 

glory is found too and pursued it with all their strength: (Paul said) “I 

care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court.” (1 

Cor. 4:3).  And again, “We were not looking for praise from men, 

not from you or anyone else.” (1 Thess. 2:6). And again, “Peter and 

the other apostles replied, ‘we must obey God rather than men!’” 

(Acts 5:29).  

Therefore – if you want to find glory in the RIGHT place – 

seek glory and praise from GOD.  Let God glorify you and be 

glorified in your life. How do we do that?  Simply come to Him in 

humble, child-like faith, and He gives it to you!  He takes all the glory 

and honor that Jesus earned . . . and gives it to you. Do you want Him 

to be proud of you?  In Jesus He already is – more proud of you than 

you can ever imagine.  Your sin and guilt is all taken away, and the 

perfection of Christ Himself is credited to you personally.  In Him 

you’ll find all the love, glory, honor, and praise you’ll ever need.   

But, as we live our lives, we still have that natural need and 

desire to do things that matter – we have dreams, ambitions, and goals 

– and we want them to be pleasing to our Heavenly Father too.  

Therefore Jesus gives us direction here in the second part of this text: 

33 “Dear children, I am going to be with you only a little 

longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell 

you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.” [The plan the 

Father had for Jesus was totally unique to Him. They had followed 

Jesus for 3 years to this point, but now their paths must diverge. Jesus 

must go to the cross, rise on the 3
rd

 day, and after 40 days return to 

His throne in glory . . . and His followers would take the Gospel out 



to the world. His followers would stick out as different from everyone 

else, and He tells us how in the next verses.] 

34 “A new commandment I give you: Love one another. 

Just as I have loved you, so also you are to love one another. 35 By 

this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love 

for one another.” 

Each one of our lives is utterly STUFFED with things we can 

do to glorify Christ and please our Father in Heaven.  If you want to 

know the right places to find ways to find glory by pleasing your 

Heavenly Father, simply look to the 10 Commandments. The first 3 of 

them are about putting God first in our lives. He totally loves it when 

we love what He loves and hate what He hates / when we honor His 

Name and seek to live like His children / when we carve out time to 

worship Him / when we acknowledge all our guilt and sin in 

repentance / when we praise Him in song (even if we can’t sing in 

key) / when we pray / when we hear, learn, and meditate upon His 

Word / when we put that truth and love into practice / when we give, 

love, sacrifice, and serve God with all our strength and ambition.   

He totally loves it when we show Christ-like love by putting 

this New Commandment into practice, which is essentially boiling 

down Commandments 4-10 that God gave through Moses. Jesus said 

it was “new” in the sense that it was “fresh” – it was fresh and new in 

the sense that He had (and was) showing us exactly what this 

Commandment looks like in person. God has showered that perfect 

agape LOVE upon them (and us) – and we can glorify Him in 

response by showering it upon one another.  We can strive to SEE 

Christ in others who need our help and service.  We can strive to BE 

Christ to others in giving them our help and service.  That pleases 

God!  It shows the world we understand now what true glory is.  It 

shows the world we have experienced His love and forgiveness and 

know how to reflect it.  It’s how God uses our lives here to touch 

others, and to bring them into His family too.  By honoring those in 

authority / by protecting human life from conception to natural death / 

by striving for sexual purity / by protecting and defending the 

property and good name of others / by shunning covetousness in all 

its forms – and by seeking in all things the good of others, God is 

glorified. It’s what He wants us to do, and what He is so pleased to 

see in His people.   

And, there is yet another way we can seek glory in the RIGHT 

place here in this text: by following Jesus’ lead and taking up 

whatever unique crosses the Father has placed in our paths . . . and 

embrace them.  There are many things that God plops in our laps that 

cause us suffering if we want to do the right thing.  Caring for loved 

ones / caring for those with special needs / caring for those suffering 

from age related problems / caring for the lonely and desperate / 

caring for anyone in need who crosses our paths.  Giving of yourself 

until it hurts (in whatever way is needed), and even to the point of 

death, is something our Heavenly Father delights to see in His 

children.  

Jesus has shown us how to find glory in all the right places – 

but it’s WAY easier said than done.  It’ll take everything from us, just 

as it took everything from HIM.  Nevertheless, just think of what that 

means for our emotional stability and self-esteem: what people think 

really doesn’t matter anymore, what God thinks is all that counts, and 

He already delights in us (and has given everything to us), and all we 

do to serve our Lord / to serve others / to take up our crosses and 

follow Him – are things He further delights in and will glorify.  He 

forgets nothing.  If people notice (and they will) and if they praise us 

for our efforts to serve them – it’s merely gravy, and it’s not 

something we rely on anymore.  If it leads them to Christ, on the other 

hand (which it will), then it makes an eternal difference and matters 

more than we can possibly imagine.  

We find ALL the answers when we sit at Jesus’ feet and listen 

to Him.  Our hearts find that perfect rest and peace with Him. We 

realize the opportunities to please our Lord abound in our daily lives. 

And – we can look forward to that glorious Day when our Lord will 

say to us, “Well done my good and faithful servant!” 


