
May 12, 2019  (Easter 4 C – Good Shepherd Sunday) 

John 10:22-30 

“There are 2 sides to the GOOD SHEPHERD coin!” 

 

Jesus stirred up controversy wherever He went.  In our GOSPEL 

LESSON for today Jesus was in Jerusalem for a religious festival, and 

the leaders of the Jewish people confront Him in frustration demanding 

to know whether or not He was actually claiming to be the Promised 

Messiah:  

John 10:22-30 (EHV) 22 Then the Festival of Dedication took 

place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was walking in the 

temple area in Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 So the Jews gathered 

around Jesus, asking, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you 

are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 

25 Jesus answered them, “I did tell you, but you do not 

believe. The works [the miracles] I am doing in my Father’s name 

testify about me.”  He did tell them.  All the evidence was there.  They 

couldn’t deny the validity of the miracles He performed.  The ancient 

prophecies of Scripture matched Him perfectly.  But none of that 

mattered to them – they refused to believe in Him, and would never 

accept Him as their Messiah.    

So, Jesus, at this point does something that’s rather enlightening, 

but at the same time quite frightening:  He says that the big question at 

hand actually has 2 sides to it.  It’s like a COIN – it has a “heads” side, 

and a “tails” side.  For the purpose of this sermon I’m going to use this 

this “Good Shepherd Coin.”  On one side of the coin you see Jesus / the 

Christ / the Messiah / the Son of God / the Good Shepherd – on the other 

side of the coin you see simply: NO ACCESS. That’s the big picture of 

eternity that only God is able to see, for only He knows the end game – 

and who is there by His side in glory for eternity.   

The question was about His IDENTITY – He answered that 

already and he DID tell them, and all the evidence itself was very clear.  

But here, at this point in our lesson, He flips the coin over and explains 

(from God’s perspective) WHY they won’t accept Him for who He is:  

26 “But you do not believe, because you are not my sheep, as I said 

to you. 27 My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 

28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will 

snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to 

me, is greater than all. No one can snatch them out of my Father’s 

hand.” 

He gives us a glimpse at the NO ACCESS side of this coin; the 

side HE sees, but that remains hidden from us until everything (in time) 

plays itself out.  Those 5 words they brushed off as meaningless would 

turn out to be the most terrifying words anyone could ever hear from 

Jesus; words that will echo into eternity: “You are not my sheep.”   They 

are not part of His flock.  They would not be welcome in His home.  

They would not live with Him forever.  Their home is with the devil for 

all eternity.  

His sheep, on the other hand, He describes in this way: 

1. They listen to His voice.  They hear it – whether spoken directly by 

Him, or through the ancient prophets who foretold his coming, or 

from the now ancient record that tells us about what He did 

thousands of years ago.  They listen to His voice and recognize it.   

2. He knows them.  Before they were born, He knew them.  Before He 

even made this world, He knew them.  Through every stage of life – 

from their conception and birth into the enemy camp, to their 

repentance and coming to faith, when they strayed and maybe got 

lost again, through every struggle and trial all the way to a blessed 

end in faith, to an eternity at His side – He knows them.   

3. They follow Him.  They had forsaken the lies of the devil, they ran 

away from the temptations of this unbelieving world, fought the 

desires of their sinful flesh . . . in order to follow the path of 

righteousness.   

4. He gives them eternal life and they shall never perish.  They 

didn’t earn it, they didn’t deserve it; they simply received it by faith. 

They (His sheep) are members of His family, and these human 

beings are the ones who spend eternity in heaven because they 

finished the race in faith and received the gift that Christ has 

purchased and won by His life, death, and resurrection.   

5. No one can snatch them out of His hand.  There is no power in the 

universe great enough to pull them from the Father’s hand – they are 

champions and will never be defeated because the Almighty God 

holds them individually and personally by the hand.   

THEN – he flips the coin back over, and simply says, LOOK: 

(verse 30) “I and the Father are one.”  They wanted an answer – 

WOW – they got one!! John tells us at that point they tried to kill him 

(verse 31) because they understood that He was claiming to be God 

Himself, the One who knows how it all ends, and ONE with the 

Almighty Father Himself.   

Jesus stirs people up – and He still does, to this very day. The 

question about His true identity still divides up the entire religious world, 



and even divides up Christianity itself: between those who believe in His 

miracles and His identity as God in human flesh, and, those who don’t.   

We’re here today because we look at the Good Shepherd / we 

look at THAT side of the coin – and we know WHO He is.   He is our 

Savior / our Lord / our Messiah / our Shepherd.  We believe in Him – 

and praise God for that.   But, something real scary (even downright 

terrifying) happens if we flip this coin over and try to look at the other 

side.  So much of it is hidden from our eyes and mysterious to our logic.  

We can’t see across time and eternity as Jesus can.   

He looked at Saul – that wretched, murderous, violent Saul – and 

He saw the Apostle Paul, one of His dear sheep.  He saw that thief 

robbing people’s homes and terrorizing innocent families as His little 

lamb who wouldn’t come to faith until he hung from the cross next to his 

bleeding, dying Savior – and looked on Him with believing eyes for the 

very first time.  He saw Judas – who gave up everything to follow Him, 

who went out on mission journeys with the other disciples, who sat at his 

feet and listened to Him teach, His friend who ate with Him at the last 

supper – and He knew that he was NOT one of His sheep.   

This side of the coin is terrifying to me, because I don’t know for 

CERTAIN if I am going to make it to the end in faith.  I can’t see the 

future.  At the end of time will He say to me: “Well done good and 

faithful servant” . . . or  . . . “get away from me, I never knew you.”   I 

can’t say for certain until that Day comes.  I don’t know how many of 

my family members / my friends and neighbors / our flock right here – 

are going to remain faithful until that Day and be counted among His 

sheep.  This side of the coin scares the heck out of me.  When I look at 

Jesus’ description of His sheep it just gets murkier: 

1. Do I listen to Him?  Sometimes.   

2. Does He know me?  I sure hope I’m among the chosen band.   

3. Do I follow Him?  Sometimes yes; sometimes no.  

4. Will I receive eternal life and stand by His side in glory forever?  
I dearly hope so, but that Day hasn’t come yet, so I can’t know for 

with absolute certainty until I get there. There’s a little “Judas” in 

me too (and there in your heart as well) – and it’s frightening.    

Looking at this side of the Good Shepherd Coin rattles me, and, 

if you’re honest with yourself and if you know the depths of your own 

sin, weakness, and rebellion – I’m sure it terrifies you as well.  Christians 

looking at this side of the coin (and trying to figure out the hidden will 

of God) have often crashed into one of two ditches:  

 On the one side: Calvinistic fatalists.  They believe He picks his 

sheep, and the rest are destined for hell anyways.  They don’t think 

He ever wanted those lost souls and they claim that He didn’t even 

die for their sins.  “Am I one of His sheep?”   They would say you 

must look at your life to see if looks like you’re a genuine disciple.  

If not, there’s no hope for you.   

 In the other ditch: Arminian evangelicals. They believe: “It’s all up 

to me. I’ve got to get myself into His sheep pen by committing my 

life to Him, and my deeds have to prove it – or else I’ll be lost.  It’s 

all on me.” 

Looking at this NO ACCESS side of the coin and trying to figure 

out what only God can see will hurt you dear Christian, and it will drag 

you into one of those ditches.  Consider THAT side of the coin HIS 

SIDE OF THE COIN.  Flip it over.  All you ever really need to see, dear 

Christian, is the Good Shepherd.   

THIS side of the coin is crystal clear for us.  We have the 

prophecies, we can examine the miracles, we can study the evidence for 

the resurrection, we can scrutinize His words  . . . . . and what do we see 

with brilliant clarity?  He is the Good Shepherd! He is the Son of God!  

He and the Father are ONE!  He is the only way to eternal life!  He is 

the way, the truth, and the life!  

THAT is what we need to see.  He will expose our sins.  He will 

bring us to repentance.  He will keep us in faith. He will tell us the truth.  

He will cleanse our consciences and comfort us with the Gospel. He 

picks you up in His tender gracious arms. He will lead us.  He will guide 

us.  He will protect us.  He is our Good Shepherd. This is real practical 

stuff.  When we Christians really feel lost, when we doubt, when we’re 

fearful and guilt-ridden and uncertain about our salvation – simply look 

to your Good Shepherd, and trust that HE does know you and is holding 

on to you, and will get you home to heaven. That’s His job, and He does 

all the heavy lifting here . . . we just look, in faith to Him, and He does 

all the rest.     

Can you understand why we WELS Lutheran pastors keep 

nagging and pleading with people to get back in the Word / to make time 

for worship / to come to Bible class / to have devotions . . .  PLEASE – 

we need to keep our focus on Christ, our Good Shepherd!   When our 

eyes are on Him, everything else falls beautifully into place.  When we 

look at Him, we’ll just have to trust that our names are written in the 

Book of Life.  We’ll just know that our names have been engraved upon 

the other side of the coin because we can see so clearly who Jesus is, and 

we know what He’s done for us.  When we see Him, we can help but 

listen to Him, and we just want to follow Him – because that’s what (as 

He said) His sheep do.    


