December 30, 2018  (Christmas 1 C)

Hebrews 2:10-18
“He wanted a FAMILY!”
Human beings are inquisitive.  We want to understand the meaning of life, history, and our place in the world.  God’s Word is the only Book on the planet with authoritative answers – therefore, we don’t shy away from the BIG questions in life, we actually love and welcome them! 
I get asked “WHY” questions quite often, from young and old alike.  Sometimes people get really deep and what to know why God bothered making this world at all . . . especially if He knew ahead of time what a mess it would become.  Why did He put that Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil there in Eden?  Why did He give humans the ability to fall away from Him?  Why did Jesus have to come – and suffer through hell on Good Friday?  Why is God standing by (or seeming to) as the world plunges ever further into darkness, sin and evil?  Why doesn’t He return right now and put an end to all this suffering and pain down here?  

Those deep “WHY” questions are answered right here in our 2nd Lesson for today.  The simple answer is: God wanted a FAMILY!  And – when a married couple wants children – to have them (or to adopt them), to raise them . . . requires a HUGE commitment of love, time, money, and energy.  But it’s worth it – if we want a family.  It’s how God made us, it’s a reflection of what He’s like, and it helps us understand the huge lengths our God went to . . . to build HIS family.
Hebrews 2:10–18 (CSB)

10 For in bringing many sons and daughters to glory [in other words: “in order to get his children permanently home with Him in heaven, and to the glory of the New World after Judgment Day.”], it was entirely appropriate that God—for whom and through whom all things exist—should make the source of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11 For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. That is why Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 12 saying: “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters; I will sing hymns to you in the congregation.”13 Again, I will trust in him. And again, Here I am with the children God gave me.
STEP 1: He had to get everything READY for Christ to come and accomplish our salvation.   This required patience.  Right after Adam and Eve sinned, God said that He would send the “offspring of the woman” who would CRUSH the devil’s power and control – and bring humanity back to their loving Heavenly Father.  It would take roughly 4000 years, and a world-wide catastrophic flood.  More and more promises were made, there were vast periods of silence where God’s people simply had to wait, and trust . . . . more and more details about Christ would come . . . . patience, patience, patience.    

Finally time was right, and our Lord proceeded with STEP 2: He had to become one of us.   The Old Testament prophets spoke often about how He would be both true God AND true Man in one.  The verses of our text quote Isaiah 8 and Psalm 22 as examples of His plan and the purpose behind it.  This is the miracle we celebrate at Christmas – He joined with us in our humanity – He is Immanuel “God with us” . . . Why?  Because He wanted to ADOPT us into His very own family.  He would have done it for just one child, but He wanted many of us to be in His family.  How important are lowly human beings to Almighty God?  To Him it was worth becoming one of us and eternally joining Himself to us (Immanuel) . . . to save us.  God’s love is simply astounding.  

But . . . just becoming one of us wasn’t enough.  In order to complete the process of making us HIS, He needed to endure STEP 3: suffering and death.  These verses say, “it was entirely appropriate that God—for whom and through whom all things exist—should make the source of their salvation perfect through sufferings.” In other words: “His suffering and death was a necessary step to complete the adoption process for sinners to become part of His family.”   Why?  Payment had to be made.  We are not holy . . . and He is.  We had to be made holy – and only Christ could do that.  It would cost Him his very life; He would make the ultimate sacrifice.  He took the burden of our guilt and sins (and that of all humankind) – upon His very own shoulders, and died under the weight of it.  And . . . He was willing to do it, because it was the ONLY way to get us into the family of God.  How astounding is His love!    
He not only died, He also ROSE victorious. And, our text tells us what it all means for us: verses 14-18

14 Now since the children have flesh and blood in common, Jesus also shared in these, so that through his death he might destroy the one holding the power of death—that is, the devil—15 and free those who were held in slavery all their lives by the fear of death. 16 For it is clear that he does not reach out to help angels, but to help Abraham’s offspring. [Let me make one thing clear here: Christ didn’t come to redeem angels, but PEOPLE.  And, people do not become angels when they die, and earn their wings when they help out George Bailey.  Angels are angels – people are people – and Christ came to adopt people as His very own sons and daughters.  Whatever racial background we may have, by faith we’re adopted into His family and the family of Abraham as well.] 17 Therefore, he had to be like his brothers and sisters in every way, so that he could become a merciful and faithful high priest in matters pertaining to God, to make atonement, for the sins of the people. 18 For since he himself has suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are tempted.
He just mentioned the next step in the process.  Christ HAS accomplished salvation and paid the price necessary to get us into the family of God.  The next step: STEP 4: He’s got to get us home.   Once a person is brought to faith by the power of the Holy Spirit – we have been adopted into the family of God, and our baptism is our official “adoption certificate” if you will . . . . but, God still needs to get us home.  
And . . . throughout our time here we ARE going to be tempted to sin, and tempted to run away and leave our Heavenly Father for good.  We are ALL tempted in different ways, and we all have different weaknesses.  Just think about it for a moment – what is the hardest temptation for you to fight?  What is it you are tempted to love more than God?  Does the world make you doubt everything you believe about God and doubt what the Bible says?  We have to know what our weaknesses are – and simply scrolling through the 10 Commandments will help us discover them.  Because THAT is where the devil is going to pound on you.  He is going to try to convince you to love THAT sin more then God – and give up on your place in His family – so you can have THAT (whatever “that” is) instead.  

You can not fight him on your own.  You do not have the strength!  But – you have One who will help you: Christ Jesus Himself.   No matter how much you are beaten down by temptations and struggles – He was pounded on worse!   He understands what it feels like – and – He’s there to help.  Always, always, always – turn back to Christ – He is there to forgive, He is there to restore, He is there to give you peace, and to strengthen you, so that He can get you home.  

Now we understand what it ALL means.  It’s all about getting people into the family of God . . . and then getting them home to heaven.  Now it’s all so clear!  We know why we’re here.  We know where we’re going.  We know what our purpose for life here is.  We know what to do when we are tempted.  We know Who to go to when we fall. We know He is always there to help us.  We know that heaven is our home, and that our Heavenly Father wants nothing more than to get us home – and into the Arms of our Savior and Brother for all eternity.  

He has done it all.  Just as the parents must jump through all the hoops and bear all the costs of having (or adopting) a child – all the work of our salvation was done and carried out by Christ.  Our contribution is ZERO – but what we receive is simply breath-taking: we are part of the family of God / sons and daughters of the King of the universe . . . for all eternity.  
We can’t possibly pay Him back for all this – nor does He expect us to.  All we can do is appreciate it, thank Him for it, and share this glorious Truth with others.  That grace alone is what drives the Christian life.  That’s why we worship Him.  That’s why we form congregations.  That’s why we give and serve together.  

2019 is going to be yet another year filled with opportunities – and, yes – temptations and struggles too.  But even so, He will be there with us, and there FOR us . . . every moment and through it all.  Maybe 2019 will be the year our Lord returns to bring us all home . . . maybe it will not.  Regardless – you know Christ.  You know you are His children by grace and through faith alone.  You know why you are here, and where you are going.  You know what it all means, and you know exactly what the lost need to hear. Just having those deep answers to deep questions in life – is, in itself, another one of God’s many blessings.  
May God’s Word continue to give you rock-solid answers / clarity / wisdom / guidance / peace / happiness / and truth, as you begin this New Year . . . which is just one more step closer to HOME.  
Amen.  
