
July 14, 2019  (Pentecost 5 C) 

Galatians 3:23-29 

“Children of the Heavenly Father”  

 

We just sang a hymn (CW 449) about the beautiful truth we are 

celebrating here today: We are children of the Heavenly Father.  

Now we can dig a little deeper and ask that classic Lutheran question: 

What does this mean? 

First of all – what does it mean for us, in the BROAD sense, as 

the human race?  God created us.  We human beings are, body and 

soul, members of one gigantic family – there really is only one race, 

since we are all related going back to Noah and his family on the ark.  

And – thanks to God’s Word – we know the history of our race, and 

what happened to our first parents way back at the beginning.  

Humanity was hijacked / kidnapped / stolen away from God by Satan 

and held captive as slaves to sin, death, and hell.  But, we also know 

God’s plan of salvation: God promised to send His Son on a rescue 

mission to save us human beings.  Christ came (as promised) and 

accomplished our salvation by paying the price in full for all human 

sin and guilt.  He died as a sacrifice of atonement – and provides us 

people with all we need for eternal life. It’s His GIFT to us.  He rose 

victorious and told us that all who believe in Him have received this 

gift – they are restored / forgiven / redeemed / righteous / at peace with 

God and back in His family once again.  Salvation is ours by that 

simple gift of FAITH the Holy Spirit gave us in Water and the Word.  

We are born again – saved by grace through faith – and it’s all done by 

God Himself in Christ our victorious Savior, who joined humanity and 

God back together as one eternal family.   

That’s true for people of all time and every generation – from 

the fall into sin until Judgment Day.  But, as we know, life in Old 

Testament times was quite different for the children of God.  They had 

all sorts of laws and regulations given through Moses on Mount Sinai.  

They had the covenant of circumcision (going back to Abraham), then 

all those dietary restrictions, worship rituals and sacrifices, holy days 

and yearly celebrations that God had given His children to follow.   

What did all that mean for the children of God who lived in 

that time of transition, at the start of this New Testament age?  Many 

Jewish Christians were confused, and I think we can understand that.  

Many (especially in the Galatian churches) thought they had to retain 

those Mosaic laws and rituals in order to be children of God.  Paul set 

them straight.  Paul hit them extremely hard – especially those who 

would attach ANY works of the Law to the free gift of salvation by 

faith.  Here Paul explains a bit more about the role of that Old 

Testament Mosaic Law Code, and what it means for the children of 

God – now that Christ has come and accomplished our salvation: 

Galatians 3:23–29 (EHV) 

23 But before this faith came, we were held in custody 

under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith was revealed. 24 

So the law was our chaperone until Christ, so that we might be 

justified by faith. 25 But now that this faith has come, we are no 

longer under a chaperone. 

Theologians call what Paul describes here as the 

“pedagogical” use of God’s Law.  What that means, strictly according 

to what God says here, is that those ceremonial worship laws (given 

through Moses) served as a guardian / a tutor / a chaperone – to watch 

over God’s children UNTIL Christ came.  It’s almost like God’s 

family (the Church as a whole) was in the state of childhood: under the 

guardianship and protection of the Mosaic Law Code, until Christ 

arrived.  Now, in New Testament times, it’s as if we (as the Church) 

have transitioned into adulthood.   

In other words, we no longer need those dietary restrictions / 

that sacrificial worship life / those rituals and routines that they had 

during that stage of the world’s history.  It’s not as though they were 

bad, they just served their purpose and we no longer need them.  It 

explains why Jewish believers in Jesus could, with clean consciences, 

leave in the past those traditions and practices they held so dear for so 

many centuries.  Christ has come!  We no longer need those 

ceremonial worship laws; they have served their purpose. The civil 

laws of Old Testament Israel apply only to those who lived under that 

theocratic government (while we can still learn a lot from them, we are 

bound only by the civil laws of whatever country we inhabit).  And – 

the moral Law / the 10 Commandments – remain for all time, since 

right and wrong itself never changes.   

What does this mean for us as Children of God – today, people 

of all different races scattered all over the world in New Testament 

times / people who have seen fulfillment in Christ and who have 

received the Baptism He gave us?  Paul explains in the remaining 

verses: 



26 In fact, you are all sons of God through faith in Christ 

Jesus. 27 Indeed, as many of you as were baptized into Christ have 

clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is not Jew or Greek, slave 

or free, male or female, for you are all one and the same in Christ 

Jesus. 29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s 

descendants and heirs according to the promise. 

This beautiful section of Scripture has been misinterpreted and 

misapplied in our modern times to justify erasing all boundaries and 

any structures of authority that exist among us. This section is used in 

our times to “justify” having women as pastors – “See – there’s no 

difference between male and female in Christ, therefore it doesn’t 

matter!”  By that logic you could have a child be your pastor – but, 

obviously, a child cannot meet the requirements listed for the pastoral 

ministry so clearly in other parts of Scripture. Although we ALL have 

equal status in God’s family (from cradle to grave) we have different 

roles and responsibilities – whether we are poor or rich / slave or free / 

employer or employee / parents or children / husbands or wives / 

leaders or subjects in the church or in the government.  He gives us 

clear directives regarding the different roles and positions we might 

hold here in this life (and they also do change and shift throughout 

life).  But – above and beyond what our lives here might look like – 

God wants us all to know we have, as believers, an equal status as 

being His beloved children, part of His eternal family, sons and 

daughters of Abraham, brothers and sisters of Christ Himself, with the 

same glorious and eternal inheritance in heaven.  Nowadays Baptism 

has replaced circumcision as our certainty – our “adoption certificates” 

as the special and chosen people of God.   

So . . . what does this mean for us as individuals in the pew 

today?  It means EVERYTHING!  Let me boil it down to the most 

important question we as human beings will ever have to face: Are you 

going to heaven when you die?  Only Christians who know and trust 

Christ for salvation could answer with rock-solid certainty: YES! 

Even still, you can often (and easily) find Christians who 

would say something like this: “Well . . . I hope so.”   Where does that 

uncertainty come from?  As far as I can see, there are 2 potential 

reasons for the doubts God’s children have: 1) One might doubt God.  

That’s not wise, but people do it.  They might not think His Word is 

100% accurate or reliable.  They might be angry at His plans or 

decisions and feel upset with Him. There could be a million reasons 

why they doubt Him, but the answer is to spend time with Him in 

Scripture and understand His plans / His purpose / His Truth / and how 

absolutely reliable and rock-solid His Word is. Then the doubts 

disappear as the Holy Spirit brings us (and produces in us) solid 

confidence and trust in God.   

The other, and perhaps more likely reason among us, for doubt 

and uncertainty: 2) We doubt ourselves. We are weak.  We fall into sin 

all the time.  We might wander from God and fall into a ditch we can’t 

get out of.  We struggle with the same sins and temptations all the 

time, and, when we fall, Satan points that accusing finger at us and 

says, “Children of God don’t act like that! You must not be His child, 

therefore run away from him.” Let’s examine that: Do you contribute 

– in any way, shape or form – to your salvation? No.  We trust God.  

Therefore . . . as tough as it can be . . . get your eyes OFF yourself, 

tune out the voice of the Enemy, and look to GOD – trusting Him and 

what He says!  What does God say?  Repent of all your sins, doubts, 

fears and weaknesses.  What does God say?  You are forgiven.  What 

does God say?  He has claimed you and you belong to Him. What does 

God say? You will be tested, refined, purified, strengthened and 

pushed as His children – for your good and for God’s plans.  Take up 

your crosses and know that God has good plans and purposes for your 

lives every step of the way home.  What does God say?  Keep your 

eyes on Christ / on God’s Word / on the goal – and He will get you 

home – according to His own promise!  

I had the great privilege this week of seeing the Creation 

Museum and the Ark in Kentucky. (I totally recommend going by the 

way.) One of the things I took away from the experience is how BIG 

and how AMAZING God truly is. The power He used in Creation / 

life / the universe – is simply astounding. The Judgement He brought 

about and the transformation of our world through the Flood is simply 

terrifying.  Our world has returned to the world of Noah and is ripe for 

judgment.  Knowing our history keeps us from taking advantage of 

God’s patience and forgetting how Holy, big, and powerful He truly is. 

THIS God who created the world in 6 days / who destroyed the entire 

planet except for one family / who is coming again to destroy this 

planet by fire and judge every single soul . . . has claimed YOU as His 

very own child. He spared Noah and his family and He’ll spare you 

from the coming Judgment.  Words simply can’t express how great it 

is to be: children of the Heavenly Father.  


