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Ephesians 6:10-20 

“Are we ready for BATTLE?” 

 

Ephesians 6:10–20 (NIV84) 

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 

11 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand 

against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against 

flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 

against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual 

forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full 

armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be 

able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to 

stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around 

your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and 

with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel 

of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with 

which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 

Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is 

the word of God. 18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with 

all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and 

always keep on praying for all the saints.  

19 Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, 

words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the 

mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. 

Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should. 

You heard the text – it speaks for itself. Put on the FULL 

ARMOR OF GOD – we are in the midst of a fierce battle here.  The 

question I want you to wrestle with here today is this: Are we ready 

for battle?  A congregation is a platoon of Christian soldiers fighting 

the Good Fight together. You have a new pastor / a new commanding 

officer God has called down here to fight in the trenches alongside 

you.  Well . . . as we begin this new chapter, let’s take a look at where 

things stand and what our battle readiness is.   

First of all, you should know . . . your pastor / Wayne . . . is a 

man of great weakness.  He’s not great at fighting temptations and 

slips into the muck of sin every single day.  He’s burdened down by 

things like selfishness, pride, envy, jealousy, greed, worry – and his 

own insecurities.  He’s not musically talented.  He’s not much of a 

“people person”.  He’s terrible at remembering names.  He’s not 

much of a scholar, not when compared to most of our WELS pastors.   

I could spend the whole morning talking about his 

weaknesses, but let’s move on and look at our location / our 

community here. We’re in the country and some distance from the 

population centers around here.  People would say that’s a significant 

weakness.  Folks will have to drive a bit to get here.  They will also 

have to drive by about 20 other churches to come here.  I can’t get 

over how many churches there are in these parts.  And . . . Lutheran 

churches are pretty rare! People don’t know who we are and what 

makes us special and unique among Christians. So . . . they will most 

likely stick to what they know, and, almost no one around here knows 

what “Lutheran” is – so that will be a challenge.  

Well, let’s zero in on our congregation and take a look at the 

troops here. We’re a pretty small group.  Many of our soldiers have 

been fighting a LONG time – and they’re tired.  Many are suffering 

from various weaknesses that are afflicting their physical bodies. 

Filling leadership positions is pretty difficult. Finances may already 

be tight, and it’s scary to think of what might happen when the Lord 

calls a bunch of our people home to rest.   I get the sense there has 

been some conflict / some issues / some division among us here too – 

which is yet another weakness and challenge.  

All of what I just said is true. So – what should we do?  Should 

we sit down, roll over, and give up?  When we focus on the 

weaknesses and the challenges around us, we will be tempted to.  But 

– God will put our heads back into Holy Scripture and THAT is 

where the miracles happen.  Today we see Paul talking to the church 

in Ephesus in roughly 60 A.D.  Paul, their leader, was over in Rome 

and locked up in prison . . . that was certainly a challenge! This little 

congregation had divisions, struggles, and weaknesses too – very 

serious and significant ones.   

What GOD said through Paul to them is exactly what GOD 

says in Scripture to us here today: BE STRONG!  How?  They 

weren’t strong and neither are we.  Be STRONG – in the Lord and in 

His mighty power!  When God opens our eyes to see what we are 

(and have) in the Almighty Power of Christ – who has taken all our 

sin away and equips us for any challenges, and is working out His 

glorious plans through us, His people down here . . . POOF!  All the 

weaknesses and all the challenges seem like nothing in comparison to 



the Almighty power of GOD. God’s Word helps us SEE that powerful 

reality.  

The way things look outwardly, from our human perspective, 

is often quite the opposite of how things really are – according to 

God’s perspective.  That humble rabbi from Nazareth named Jesus 

actually was (and is) the Savior of all mankind / the KING of kings. 

This little book of Ephesians shows us the heavenly perspective of 

our eternal destiny and how God knew us before the creation of the 

world / the gift of our salvation through Christ who made us alive 

when we were spiritually dead – through the Holy Spirit’s gift of faith 

/ about the unity we have in Christ and the opportunities we have to 

glorify Him in every aspect of normal relationships and the seemingly 

mundane routine of our lives. And . . . he caps off this amazing book 

with the powerful encouragement to be STRONG in the Lord and to 

put on the full armor of God – so we are fully equipped and ready for 

battle.   

Did you notice in verses 11-12 WHO this battle is with, and 

WHAT this battle is?  The enemy is Satan and all the spiritual forces 

of evil – yikes! But, no fear, we stand in the almighty power of GOD. 

Our battle is against the devil’s schemes / μεθοδείαs / his methods / 

the Greek word has a negative connotation behind it, that’s why it’s 

translated as schemes or wicked and evil plotting. Jesus called Satan 

the father of . . . LIES!  All the lies human beings believe and tell 

themselves can be traced back to him.  Take note of HOW your 

enemy works: he’ll do whatever he can to get you out of Scripture and 

away from Bible study and worship – so that you forget and can no 

longer see the true spiritual perspective on things.  Then, with your 

minds purely focused on EARTHLY things you are ready to 

misinterpret everything and swallow whatever lies he can throw at 

you. For example:  

• We are a small congregation with many weaknesses and struggles 

– therefore – God isn’t with us and we can never grow or 

accomplish anything here, so we may as well not even bother. It’s 

not worth coming, getting involved, serving or giving – just forget 

it. We just misinterpreted everything and fell for a lie.  

• A young woman, consumed with outward appearances, feels she 

could only be loved, accepted, important or happy – if she were 

90 lbs and looked like a super model. That lie could destroy her.  

• A middle aged man is tired of working on his marriage and 

struggling in it – he convinced he could find happiness, love, joy, 

and fun in the arms of another woman. That lie can destroy a lot 

of lives.  

• A couple reaching retirement and focused on earthly things is 

convinced that if they have lots of money, a house on the lake, and 

a nice boat – they will finally have found true happiness! That’s a 

lie and they will be crushed when reality hits them.  

• A person is convinced that “church” is a waste of time / they 

know it all already and have heard it all before – therefore being 

out in nature and surrounded by earthly beauty is all the church 

they need. As a result of that lie their faith could shrivel up and 

die – and they could be lost eternally.  

What LIES do you believe? What LIES do you tell yourself? 

What kind of damage has that caused in your heart and in your life? 

We will gather in this building every Sunday to do battle with those 

lies.  We will confess our sins and weaknesses and we will receive the 

blood-bought forgiveness of Christ.  We will let God open our eyes to 

see how things really are – from His perspective. We will listen as He 

tells us that we are righteous, holy, and perfect in Christ and bound 

for heaven. We will put on the full armor of God and head back out 

there into battle – refreshed and fully empowered to tackle anything.  

Our little group of Bible-believing Lutherans are actually like 

one of God’s elite special forces – because we are highly trained and 

outfitted with the best armor and weapons the universe has! You wear 

the belt of truth – the clear and solid teaching of God’s Holy Word is 

priority #1 here. You wear the breastplate of righteousness – you 

know that God sees you as 100% perfect in Christ, and no guilt can 

penetrate that shield. Your feet are fitted with the readiness that 

comes from the Gospel of peace – you take that John 3:16 pure and 

saving grace of God out there into the world. You hold that shield of 

faith – and no lie of Satan can ever punch through it. You wear the 

helmet of salvation – and have that powerful hope that no one can 

take away from you. You wield the sword of the Spirit / the Word 

of God – and nothing in the universe is more powerful.  That’s 

interesting . . . 6 items – often when Scripture uses metaphors like this 

you’ll see the number 7.  Where’s number 7?  It’s there – prayer!  

We are quite simply armed to the teeth, impervious to the 

devil’s lies, made strong in the Lord, empowered with the Word of 

God and prayer – and through us God will bring salvation to souls and 

accomplish great plans. Bring it on Satan – we’re ready for battle – 

and we will be victorious!  


