
August 25, 2019  (Pentecost 11 C) 

Colossians 3:1-11 

“An Education for Real Life” 

 

Young people are flocking to college and university campuses 

all over the country – and studies are getting underway.  It’s 

expensive – and some people are wondering nowadays if it’s even 

worth it.  My one brother, the electrical engineer, told me once that he 

used (in the workplace) very little of what he learned in university.  

Most of what he does had to be learned on the job.  Some of his best 

coworkers didn’t even go to university – they got to work after high 

school and learned all they need to be successful right there on the 

job.  My father-in-law got a degree in history, but found a career 

working in the railroad business.  I suppose having a degree does help 

in some ways (it might help you get hired in the first place) – but I’m 

not sure how practical a university education often really is when it 

comes to real life.   

Some of the courses offered at pricey universities seem (to me 

at least) to be totally useless.  At Cornell University you can take a 

course on “Tree Climbing”.  At Princeton they offer a class on 

“Getting Dressed”.  Montclair State University offers: “How To 

Watch TV”.  Centre College in Danville Kentucky want to teach you 

“The Art of Walking”.  Leave it to California to take the cake – 

Occidental College in LA teaches a course on . . . “Stupidity”.   

That nonsense is the exact polar opposite of what we do here 

at Grace Lutheran Church.  We offer the best Christian education a 

person could get – free of charge – because people like you 

generously and willingly give to support this ministry.  We run 

classes year-round, and every Sunday worship service includes an 

education in the Word of God.  This education is immensely 

VALUABLE for every aspect of life – including what you need to 

know on the day you leave this world behind.  God teaches us about 

Salvation History and how He redeemed mankind by the life, death, 

and resurrection of our Savior.  He teaches us about our history on 

this planet and helps us understand why the world is the way it is – 

and what we need to know about ourselves: about repentance, faith, 

and how to live lives that make a difference and bring glory to our 

King.   

This month we’ve been studying Colossians with the Apostle 

Paul – and today (in Colossians 3:1-11 EHV) we get to see how 

practical this education is for real life.  Taking what you have learned 

here and putting it into practice brings priceless blessings and 

powerfully affects every single day of your life.   

In verses 1-4 Paul tells us to KEEP these truths we have 

learned ever forefront in our minds – for it is the most important 

information we could ever know: 1 Therefore, because you were 

raised with Christ, [This has happened, and our eternal STATUS has 

been changed by God when Jesus accomplished His work and the 

Holy Spirit brought us to faith.] seek the things that are above, 

where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind 

on things above, not on earthly things. [We look at everything 

differently now – for God has given us the spiritual and eternal 

perspective on things, and our heads are not stuck, with the 

unbelieving world, on this life.] 3 For you died, and your life is 

hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, 

appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. [We can’t see 

the reality of all that we have in Christ – now – but one day it will all 

be revealed, and therefore we have a beautiful HOPE that no one / 

nothing can ever take away. Heaven is our home, therefore everything 

else will work out just fine.] 

With all this constantly in mind . . . get ready for WAR! Every 

day is going to be a battle and we have to know who the enemy is and 

how to FIGHT.  You can’t often see the battles raging in the lives of 

your fellow believers. But – you know firsthand how brutal it can be 

in your OWN heart.  As grisly and as disturbing as it is – you can 

picture what Paul is describing here: 5 So put to death whatever is 

worldly in you: sexual immorality, uncleanness, lust . . . [That 

perverted “Lust Monster” lurks within you – and when you spot it . . . 

stab it!  Hit it again and again – it wants to kill you – kill it first.] . . . 

evil desire, and greed, which is idolatry. 6 It is because of these 

things that the wrath of God is coming on the sons of 

disobedience. [The “Greed Monster” lurks in the shadows of your 

heart too – it’s never satisfied, it wants more and more, it feels so 

cheated and unfairly treated, and it’ll do whatever it can to get 

whatever it wants.  Take the Sword of the Spirit and run it through / 

chop it down.] 7 You too once walked in these things, when you 

were living in them. [If you don’t fight these beasts, they will destroy 



you and drag you back to the darkness that God rescued us from.] 8 

But now, you too are to rid yourselves of all of these: wrath, 

anger, malice . . . [The “Hatred Monster” springs to life in flames of 

fury – dump him in your baptismal waters, and hold him down until 

the fire goes out and it stops thrashing and kicking . . . and goes dead 

calm.] . . . slander, and filthy language from your mouth. 9 Do not 

lie to each other since you have put off the old self with its 

practices . . . [This monster is shaped like your tongue – and it will 

cut others down, spew filth, and lie about anything.  Strangle that 

monster and squeeze the life out of it!] 

Gee whiz . . . pastor’s getting pretty violent here today!  Yes, 

well – repentance is violent and painful.  Fighting the “Sin Monsters” 

that plague us never gets any easier. But . . . He does provide us with 

relief!  We get tired, and we get beat up.  We win some sin battles and 

we lose some sin battles.  But, Jesus picks us up and HEALS us.  He 

forgives all our sins.  He bandages up all your wounds. He puts His 

righteousness and perfection on you and reminds you: you are 

victorious!  His victory is your victory! The “Sin Monsters” won’t 

win the war – because He won the war.  He puts you back on your 

feet and uses YOU to show the world what Jesus looks like: 10 and 

put on the new self, which is continually being renewed in 

knowledge, according to the image of its Creator. 
Through His Gospel in Word and Sacrament – we are on the 

one hand made totally complete, perfect, and ready for eternal life . . . 

while on the other hand we are being transformed – it’s a process that 

continues through our whole lives, where He makes us look more and 

more like our Creator.  He moulds us into people who are pure, 

content, peaceful, honest, and show love to all those around us.  

In Christian communities where God’s Word is learned and 

put into practice – divisions disappear and a beautiful UNITY is 

produced: 11 Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcision or 

uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but rather 

Christ is all and is in all.  Here it doesn’t matter what race you are – 

whether you are young / old / rich / poor / highly educated or not so 

much . . . we become ONE beautiful family, and show the world what 

a culture of Christianity looks like – as we let our light shine.  

The education God gives us is an education for real life!  It 

changes us.  It produces beautiful fruit.  It expands His Kingdom and 

it fulfills His loving and saving plans.  We’ve come to the end of our 

course in the book of Colossians.  But . . . our education is not over! 

We don’t graduate from God’s University until we breathe our last 

and leave this world behind.  

The world we live in is constantly trying to give us an 

education in garbage. It loves the “Sin Monsters” and wants to 

celebrate them / to empower them / to set them free / to normalize 

them / to let them go wild!  THAT education is the real course on 

“Stupidity” and it could cost us our very souls.  And, sadly, it’s 

coming at us daily through the TV’s we watch, the books and 

newspapers we read, the radio we listen to, and taught boldly in 

classrooms and through social media that’s coming at us from every 

side.  

That’s why our education in God’s Word must always 

continue.  In September here at Grace (in our worship services) we’re 

starting a new course – next Sunday we begin a month-long study in 

the book of Hebrews. Our theme will be “Fresh Brewed Faith” and 

we’ll dive into the 2
nd

 half of that book. In the Bible class we’re 

digging into the topic of Stewardship.  On Wednesdays we’re 

finishing up the course “Discovering Grace” – and from there we’ll 

tackle yet another topic.  Our church library is also stocked with 

materials that can help you learn and grow right there at home.  

There is a lot for us yet to learn, and I hope you find each 

course as useful, practical, valuable and powerful as our time in 

Colossians has been.  One day we’ll graduate . . . until then we study, 

we learn, we fight, we heal, and we GROW in GRACE.   


