
August 18, 2019  (Pentecost 10 C) 

Colossians 2:6-15 

“CHRISTIANITY 101:” 

 

I have some bad news for you all today: There are MANY well-

educated, wealthy, powerful, and influential people – who think you (and 

I) are ignorant / foolish / simpletons – whose belief system is radically 

out of date and that we are “out of sync” with modern times. They think 

people like us are actually destructive and holding back our culture from 

progressing as it should.   

Have they got a point? I suppose it’s true that we reject the 

modern philosophy of our modern secular atheistic culture. Even within 

Christian circles – we can seem like “a thing of the past”. We’re not 

trendy, new, or flashy.  We’re not into recent fads, mysterious levels of 

enlightenment, or dazzling people with tongues and miracle healings.  

We teach SCRIPTURE . . . what you see is what you get.  We teach the 

basics; in fact, we love the basics and go over them endlessly.   

We follow in the footsteps of people like the Apostle Paul – who 

had no use for the “deep wisdom and philosophy” of his time, but rather 

told people he resolved to know nothing but Christ crucified.  He loved 

the basic and timeless truths God had given him, and we do too.  Our text 

for today brings us back to those simple and foundational concepts God 

has revealed – Christianity 101 . . . if you will.  Let’s pull this text apart 

and cheerfully review those core teachings once again.  

Colossians 2:6-15 (EHV).  

First of all . . . every Christian must know WHO Jesus Christ is 

in His very nature.  Verse 9 says: “For all the fullness of God’s being 

dwells bodily in Christ.”  At the heart and core of our faith we put our 

logical brains under the authority of what God teaches us. This is not 

ignorance or foolishness (as people often think) – it’s about submission 

of our human reason to the Word of God. How can 100% - all the 

fullness of the Deity – be in Christ, and at the same time the Father and 

the Spirit have 100% of the fullness of God in separate Persons?  I don’t 

know.  The math doesn’t add up, but it’s Christianity 101 – the 

TRINITY is very clearly described for us, so we simply stick to what 

God’s Word says. It’s at the same time so deep it goes beyond our 

comprehension – yet also – so simple we can explain it to a little child.   

We also need to know how we sinners are SAVED and brought 

into the Family of God.  The answer is beautiful and powerful in its 

simplicity: Verses 10-15: “And you have been brought to fullness in 

him. Christ is the head over every ruler and authority. 11 You were 

also circumcised in him, with a circumcision not done by human 

hands, in the putting off of the body of flesh, in the circumcision of 

Christ, 12 when you were buried with Christ in baptism. And in 

baptism you were also raised with him through the faith worked by 

the God who raised Christ from the dead.” [So – you Christians 

believe that this simple little ceremony, with a simple little splash of 

ordinary water on a baby’s head . . . brings that child over from spiritual 

death to life, works a miracle of faith in the heart, and brings one into 

the Family of God?  YES – because God says so, and “simple” 

Christians like us simply trust what the Word of God says, and we trust 

the promises that God has attached to this gift of Holy Baptism. We 

believe in miracles and God has told us where the greatest miracles 

happen.] 13 “Even when you were dead in your trespasses and the 

uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with Christ by 

forgiving us all our trespasses. 14 God erased the record of our debt 

brought against us by his legal demands. This record stood against 

us, but he took it away by nailing it to the cross. 15 After disarming 

the rulers and authorities, he made a public display of them by 

triumphing over them in Christ.” 
God does ALL the work!  God does 100%.  He adopts us in 

Baptism and gives us a whole new life of faith.  He forgives all our sins – 

100%. He took the “written code” – the Law which exposes our sinful 

record of failures at every turn, on every day of our lives – and nailed 

that to the CROSS.  He has made the permanent record of our lives spot 

free and declared us to be saints / holy in God’s sight.  By doing that He 

defeated our enemies and triumphed over them by His shameful and 

horrible death.  He’s our Champion – so we stick with Him.   

And, the third lesson we need to learn in Christianity 101 from 

this text: how do we SURVIVE as His children in a hostile world, 

surrounded by spiritual enemies: Verses 6-8 “Therefore, just as you 

received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to walk in him, 7 by being 

rooted and built up in him, and strengthened in the faith just as you 

were taught, while you overflow in faith with thanksgiving. 8 See to 

it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty 

deceit, which are in accord with human tradition, namely, the basic 

principles of the world, but not in accord with Christ.”  

Stick to Christ by sticking to the Word and Sacraments He has 

given us, and keep growing on that foundation.  He uses an interesting 

mixed-metaphor here to teach us practical truths for the Christian life: 



“Continue to walk in Him” – as you go here, there, wherever life takes 

you . . . keep CHRIST with you. And, at the same time, spiritually we are 

planted in Him / rooted in Him and made stronger / built up in His power 

as we keep learning the basics and building upon those beautiful truths.   

Then – in God’s wisdom, we are protected from the hollow and 

deceptive philosophy all around us. We can see it / see through it / 

expose it / reject it – and keep growing in Christ, the Rock – and not on 

the shifting sands of human “wisdom” that pretends to be so smart and 

philosophical, when (in reality) it’s just arrogant foolishness.   

Don’t you dare sit there and say to yourself, “Yeah, yeah – I 

know all this stuff.”   No you don’t.    Neither do I.   The proof that we 

need a constant review of the basics is ALL OVER our lives.   

 We “know” that Jesus is 100% God . . . but we don’t act like He’s 

there 100% of the time.  We forget, sometimes conveniently or 

intentionally – when we want to indulge our sinful natures.  

Sometimes in darkness or despair we wonder where He is . . . 

when Scripture says so clearly: He’s always there.   

 We “know” we’re saved by grace in Christ 100% and our Baptisms 

are proof we’ve been connected to Him in His death and 

resurrection . . . but . . . we still act like sinners and not like saints.  

We then beat up on ourselves because of our failures and 

weaknesses.  We have self-confidence and self-identity issues – 

and that proves we still don’t fully “get” or understand WHO we 

are in Him.   

 We “know” that in Him alone we can remain in Faith and survive 

through life to eternity in heaven – but – in practice often we think 

we can set Jesus aside and enjoy some time living like the world 

around us; soaking up and swimming in their philosophy, and 

somehow not be affected or infected by it.   We think we’re strong 

enough on our own and we don’t fully understand the danger to our 

souls and how to counteract the poison of the world.   

So . . . we gather every week, and often during the week, to 

encourage each other and go back to Christianity 101. We look at Christ 

/ who He is / what He did – and we marvel.  We try to grasp how God 

could do this for sinners like us, and how He could know us so well, yet 

still want to dwell in our hearts and be a part of our lives. We consider 

our new identity and rejoice and rest in God’s grace and in the new life / 

the spotless record / the future home – that He’s given us.  We begin to 

see ourselves differently and see the blessings and opportunities that 

surround us every day.  We keep reviewing and keep growing in the 

truths He’s given us – and see with a fresh Biblical perspective what’s 

really going on around us, why the world is the way it is, and how to 

steer clear of the wicked and foolish philosophy of this present age.   

YES . . . modern men and women laugh at us and mock us 

“simple” Christians. They think we all just evolved from monkeys and 

there is no “god” out there. Even in the church – people are quick to soak 

up and embrace modern theological ideas and new ways of getting 

around inconvenient Biblical truths.  They seek out what’s trending, new, 

and exciting.  They latch on to whatever the crowds seem to be running 

after at the moment.  But . . . it all crumbles and disappoints.  It all leaves 

one lost and empty.  And, yet, the simple and clear truths of God’s Word 

remain standing there through it all.   

Paul rejected the deceitful “wisdom” and philosophy of his age, 

and (based on the same Word of God) so do we. Jesus praises that child-

like faith rooted on His teachings. Therefore we don’t have to be 

ashamed of what we believe – we can rejoice in it, learn it, and be eager 

to share what God teaches us about Christ / our salvation / sin and grace / 

creation / the Great Flood / the miracles God performed / the resurrection 

/ the inspiration of Scripture / close communion / baptismal regeneration 

/ the roles God has designed for us to live by as His children / the 

boundaries He’s given us in morality / and everything else God’s Word 

teaches us.   

You can quite easily SEE the ugly and destructive “fruit” of 

modern philosophy – it causes horrible damage and ruins lives. We’re 

quite happy to “be out of sync” with stuff like that. We have, on the other 

hand, a real opportunity to show the glorious fruit of simple, Biblical, old 

fashioned Christianity: When the world sees smart, confident, well-

educated, kind, compassionate, forgiving, humble, hard-working, 

faithful, dependable, honorable, and moral people who love and treasure 

the basics of Christianity 101 – maybe they’ll wonder what we’ve found 

that has had such a profound impact on us. Maybe they’ll see something 

that has been so dreadfully missing in their lives.  Maybe they’ll be 

curious about the peace and certainty we enjoy every day.  Maybe they’ll 

take a bit of time to check out the basic teachings of Scripture.   

As we know personally, when they do – that’s where the power 

of the Holy Spirit changes absolutely everything and the miracles 

happen: simple and beautiful child-like faith begins to grow, develop, 

and flourish!  So, if someone wants to call you a “simple, old fashioned, 

Bible believing Christian” – take it as a great compliment, it is!  


