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Colossians 1:21-29 

“Privileges and Price Tags” 

 

The closer we get to another presidential election – the more 

consumed people are with the promises and plans of the various 

candidates.  People want to know: “What are you going to give me? 

And – they also want to know: “What is it going to cost?” We’re very 

privileged already here in this country – but (and I suppose it’s human 

nature) people want more.   

Some politicians want universal health care for all . . . but 

what price tag would that come with that? Who is going to pay for it 

and what would that mean for quality of care?  Others want the 

current system left alone – but at what cost, and who gets left behind?  

Some politicians want extreme gun control measures put in place – 

what might that cost us?  Others want to defend the right to own and 

bear arms – but that comes with a price tag too.  Some want taxes 

raised way up . . . what would that cost our families and what might 

that do to the economy?  Others want more tax cuts . . . but how then 

are we going to tackle the mounting deficit?   

All these things are important issues and they affect people’s 

lives – I understand that, but while everyone is clamoring to hear what 

the politicians have to say about this or that . . . who is listening to 

what GOD has to say when it comes to the privileges we have, and 

the price tags associated with them?  God has a lot to say about this, 

and it’s more important than any other issues we could ever discuss.  

Therefore, as students of the Word, let’s take a seat and get an 

education from our Lord through His servant Paul here today.  The 

first lesson (in verse 21) is critical, but it’s also harsh:  

Colossians 1:21-29 (EHV) 

21 At one time, you were alienated from God and hostile in 

your thinking as expressed through your evil deeds. 
We, as humanity, have absolutely NO rights and deserve 

absolutely nothing from God – except the fate which all His enemies 

will have to endure.  We were outside the boundaries of His Kingdom 

– and our wicked behavior was proof that we hated everything about 

Him.  But – instead of just casting us all off into hell forever – He, by 

grace alone, brought us over on to HIS side: 

22 But now Christ reconciled you in his body of flesh 

through death, in order to present you holy, blameless, and 

faultless before him— 
He made us His very own privileged sons and daughters . . . 

but at what COST?   People think it’s free – but, oh, it certainly was 

not free. Jesus had to step into enemy territory and let Himself be put 

through utter hell – that by His brutal crucifixion our sins are forgiven 

and our status has been changed from being His enemies to being His 

pure saints.   

It’s a serious problem when we forget about the price tag of 

our salvation.  When that happens, then it doesn’t matter all that much 

to us and we take it for granted.  We begin to think our sins are no big 

deal, and we could slide right back into the enemy camp.  The book of 

Hebrews warns us so strongly about that in chapter 10:26-29 “If we 

deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge 

of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, but only a fearful 

expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the 

enemies of God. Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without 

mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. How much more 

severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who has 

trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy 

thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and who has 

insulted the Spirit of grace?” 

Yes – praise God – salvation is freely offered to us all . . . but 

never forget the incredible price tag associated with it.  Being mindful 

of that we will overflow with thankful hearts in genuine repentance.  

We will treasure the Gospel of what Jesus accomplished above 

everything else.  Christ and His Word then remain as the “One thing 

needful” – which is exactly what Paul wanted for the Colossians, and 

for all of us:  

23 if you continue steadfast and firm in faith, without 

being moved away from the hope of the gospel. This is the gospel 

that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under 

heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a minister. 

There is a price tag associated with being a citizen of heaven 

on this side of glory.  In order to not be pulled back into the kingdom 

of darkness – we need to continue steadfast in the Faith.  That means 

setting aside and prioritizing TIME with Him.  Bring active and 

regular in worship and Bible study helps keep us in the Faith and 



helps us grow ever more firm in that Faith.  It means taking up our 

crosses daily and following our Savior down whatever roads and 

through whatever dark valleys He takes us.  The price of following 

Jesus may seem rather high at times – but then we recall it’s really 

nothing compared to the privileges He has showered upon us and 

what He’ll give us off into eternity.   

There’s another privilege that comes with yet another price tag 

mentioned here in this text: 

24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings on your behalf, and in 

my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ 

on behalf of his body, which is the church. 25 I became a minister 

of the church for your benefit when God gave me the task of fully 

proclaiming the word of God, 26 namely, the mystery that was 

hidden for past ages and generations, but now has been revealed 

to his saints. 27 God wanted to make known to them what is the 

wealth of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles—this 

mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

28 We proclaim him as we admonish and teach everyone 

with all wisdom, so that we might present everyone perfect in 

Christ. 29 This is the goal I am laboring to reach, striving with his 

strength, which is powerfully at work in me. 

Paul had the privilege of being a minister of the Gospel and 

sharing God’s Word and salvation through Jesus with people all over 

the ancient world.  But look at the price tag that came with his 

ministry: 

 He sacrificed having a family to do this.  

 He didn’t even receive a paycheck for his ministry (although he 

was entitled to one).  

 He gave up a life of privilege for a homeless life on the road.  

 He was hunted, chased down, beaten, tortured, whipped, stoned, 

shipwrecked, imprisoned falsely and falsely accused – abused, 

even by the people he served so faithfully . . . and –  

 Eventually he was killed for the Gospel he preached.   

We look at that price tag and say, “Yikes Paul – was it worth 

it?”  His answer is right here in the text – he was delighted to have 

the privilege to share Jesus and willing to joyfully pay any price, even 

the ultimate one.  He’s a great example / a fantastic example . . . but 

he puts me (and all of us) so dreadfully to shame here.   

We sometimes complain about the tiny little sacrifices we 

have to make.  Even the minor costs associated with being steadfast 

and firm in the Faith can sometimes seem rather steep to us.  We feel 

it’s a high cost just to get here to church and Bible class on a regular 

basis – and we barely give enough in offerings to keep the ministry 

going.  We can’t seem to find the time for a healthy devotional and 

prayer life. Would any of us really be willing to give our whole lives / 

sacrifice everything we own / cast aside all our comforts and 

possessions and spend ALL of our time . . . for the duty of sharing the 

Gospel with more people?   

Paul’s example can make us cringe and feel like totally rotten 

and useless followers of Jesus.  And – I suppose, we should feel that 

crushing guilt . . . it’s real.  But, we must also remember the Message 

itself we seek to proclaim: Your sins are totally forgiven in Jesus’ 

Blood.  You have been reconciled to God and you stand holy, 

blameless, and faultless before the Almighty . . . right here and right 

now!  

Therefore – don’t look back – look ahead, with Christ in you. 

You have the privilege of being sons and daughters of the King!  You 

have the privilege of growing in your faith and receiving the 

forgiveness of sins in Word and Sacrament every week, and through 

devotional time every day! You have the privilege of being part of a 

team (a congregation and a synod) who is helping to share Jesus 

around this community and across the globe!  But . . . what’s the price 

tag associated with this Gospel ministry? We can say with the 

Apostle Paul – WHO CARES!  Even if it costs us everything – it’s 

beyond a privilege!  The power to say that doesn’t come from within 

(as Paul reminds us) – the power is Christ and His strength that is at 

work within us.  He reminds us you can’t put a price tag on a soul – 

therefore sacrifice as much as you possibly can – it’s beyond worth it!  

We all know Satan has got this world totally distracted and all 

whipped up into a frenzy over things that really matter nothing when 

compared to Jesus.  We all know what God has to offer us, and it 

breaks our hearts to see that people don’t even want to hear about it.  

The networks out there don’t care about these issues and the Gospel 

being hidden more and more.  Therefore it’s up to us – the CHURCH 

– to speak up / to educate them / to rise above all the garbage and let 

the Gospel shine out there for the salvation of many souls.  Sure, it 

may cost us, but it’s the privilege of a lifetime!  


