
August 4, 2019  (Pentecost 8 C) 

Colossians 1:1-14 

“Summer School for Sinners and Saints” 

 

All of you here today have been enrolled in Summer School 

for the month of August.  Our textbook will be the Book of 

Colossians and our professor will be the Apostle Paul.  I know . . . 

summer school has a bad reputation and brings up a lot of negative 

connotations.  Summer school is (typically) for kids who are failing / 

who need some extra help and guidance / who may suffer from 

behavioral problems and learning difficulties.   

Well my friends . . . that’s us.  We’ve grown complacent in 

our faithfulness / we’ve been naughty in our behavior and 

disrespectful to our Lord and those around us / we’ve been lazy, 

greedy, and selfish / we’ve become engrossed in the things of this 

world and neglectful of the One thing needful / we’ve absorbed the 

lies and poisons of the world – and our attitudes and actions reflect 

that.  We’re failing and struggling in so many ways.  

But – Summer School is just what the doctor ordered for 

sinners like us.  It’s exactly what we need.  The Holy Spirit will cut 

us, and heal us, and fill us with knowledge and wisdom and 

understanding – and THAT will bear incredible and abundant fruit in 

our lives.   

First of all, let me give you a little background information 

about the course material we are studying this month. Under direct 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the Apostle Paul wrote this letter while 

locked up as a prisoner in Rome (this was his first Roman 

imprisonment, roughly in the year 60 AD). The congregation at 

Colossae probably didn’t even know Paul personally.  When he was 

working as a missionary in Ephesus (some 100-125 miles straight 

west of Colossae – in modern day Turkey) people whom he taught, 

had brought the Gospel over to the new congregation starting up 

there.  Paul heard reports (in his jail cell) of what was going on in that 

church – both the good and the bad.  There was, apparently, false 

teaching that had begun to infiltrate the group.  Paul wrote this letter 

to address those issues and straighten things out.  We don’t know 

exactly what the “Colossian heresy” was, but we can read between the 

lines and get a good idea from his response here.   

The THEME of Colossians could be simply: “The fullness of 

Christ.”  Or, if it makes it easier to remember: “100% Jesus!”  He is 

100% GOD / 100% man / He accomplished our salvation 100% and 

nothing can be added or taken away from what we have in Him.  They 

needed this lesson and teaching because they were downplaying Jesus 

– His Divinity / His role as Savior and His redemption of mankind.   

Our situation may be very different here today.  But – we too 

have downgraded Jesus as the priority in our lives – letting other 

things become more important to us, and our focus in life has NOT 

always been 100% on Him.  Therefore WE need the lessons of this 

Book as much as they did.  And so . . . we begin our studies at the feet 

of Paul here today:  

Colossians 1:1-14 (EHV) 

1:1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and 

Timothy our brother, [There you have his qualifications and the 

authority with which he speaks – he’s an APOSTLE, called, trained, 

and sent by Jesus Himself.] 2 To the holy and faithful brothers [the 

pure saints] in Christ at Colossae: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father. [Just like us, 

they were forgiven in the blood of Jesus and clothed in His 

righteousness / they were made part of God’s family, and made a 

spiritual family in the Truth of God they knew and believed.]  

3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, when we pray for you, 4 because we have heard of your 

faith in Christ Jesus and the love that you have for all the saints 5 

because of the hope that is stored up for you in heaven. You have 

already heard about this in the word of truth, the gospel 6 that is 

present with you now. [He rejoiced in seeing them grow in their 

knowledge of God’s Word, and in the results of that faith.] The 

gospel is bearing fruit and growing in the entire world, just as it 

also has been doing among you from the day you heard it and 

came to know the grace of God in truth. [That Truth of God is 

spreading around the globe and people everywhere are learning about 

salvation through faith in Jesus.] 7 You learned this from Epaphras, 

our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on 

your behalf. 8 He is the one who told us about your love in the 

Spirit. [Like us – they weren’t taught directly by the Apostle, but they 

were taught the same Gospel. Our Lord provides us with many who 

have taught, and are teaching, the same Truth of His Word.] 



9 For this reason, from the day we heard about your love, 

we also have not stopped praying for you. We keep asking that 

you would be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom 

and spiritual understanding, [That they KEEP growing as students 

of God’s Word.] 10 so that you might live in a way that is worthy 

of the Lord. Our goal is that you please him by bearing fruit in 

every kind of good work and by growing in the knowledge of God, 

11 as you are being strengthened with all power because of his 

glorious might working in you. Then you will have complete 

endurance and patience, joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, 

who qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in the 

kingdom of light. 

13 The Father rescued us from the domain of darkness and 

transferred us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom 

we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. [In this letter Paul then 

goes on to teach us wonderful and powerful truths about how Christ 

Jesus is 100% true God and gives us all we need for life and 

salvation.] 

He didn’t address these people as SINNERS – as failing 

students and spiritual losers who needed a swift kick in the backside . 

. . he addresses them as saints!  They were WINNERS in Christ.  The 

same is true for us! We have the same faith / the same Savior / the 

same truth / the same redemption / the same inheritance as they had. 

God has rescued us and qualified us to bear abundant fruit as well!  

Therefore Summer School is not a punishment for sinners – 

but rather a privilege for the saints! We get to build on the blessed 

knowledge we already have, and grow even deeper in our knowledge, 

wisdom, and understanding! Most of you have been students of God’s 

Word for your whole life – and here you are in summer school to 

learn even more!  

Sadly, as so often is the case, those who desperately NEED 

this education and these lessons from God’s Word  . . . aren’t here.  

There are so many Christians out there who have maybe learned the 

basics about Jesus . . . but then have been on a spiritual “summer 

break” for months / years / decades – all the while still learning 

lessons from Satan as taught so loudly all around us.  There’s: “Greed 

101” / “Studies in lust and lewdness” / “A whole new level of 

laziness” / “Envy – the key to happiness” / “Fighting for your rights; a 

guide to getting what you want” . . .  among so many other lessons 

and courses currently being taught out there. It’s tough enough for us 

to fight those influences, how much more so for those who aren’t 

making any time at all to be in God’s classroom? 

The situation may seem rather bleak and depressing to us – but 

God wants us to see things from a different perspective here.  We get 

to be “Epaphras” to all those people who haven’t met the Apostle 

Paul or learned any of these lessons from Scripture!  We rejoice with 

Paul at the glorious partnership we have.  We pray for each other – 

that we would all continue to learn and grow – that together we can 

take these lessons out to the world.  We pray for those living in 

darkness that God would open their eyes – and that He would provide 

us with opportunities to share priceless lessons from God’s Word.  

We pray that He would give us both the words and the courage to 

SPEAK when those opportunities arise.   

We strive to live the lessons we have learned, so people will 

see in our lives / our attitudes / our families / our work / our priorities 

/ our offerings / our service done in love and faithfulness . . . what it 

looks like to be a redeemed child of God – rescued from Satan’s 

classroom and having been instructed by the Holy Spirit at the feet of 

our perfect Savior and His prophets and apostles.   

Jesus taught Paul.  Paul taught Timothy, Epaphras, Titus, and 

others.  People have (and continue) to teach us – so that we, in turn, 

can teach yet more people.  Being a student of God’s Word is not a 

temporary (or a one-time) thing. It’s not merely a matter of getting 

through a confirmation class or sitting in a pew from time to time. It’s 

a lifestyle / it’s a life-long pursuit and passion that we never need a 

vacation from – and one which bears abundant fruit!   


