
June 30, 2019  (Pentecost 3 C) 

1 Kings 17:17-24 

“ACTS of GOD:” 

 

When people talk about an “ACT OF GOD” they are usually referring 

to some grand, unexpected, powerful event of nature which directly affects their 

lives.  An insurance company would label it an ACT OF GOD if the wind 

knocked over a tree and it crashed down onto your car as it sat there in the 

parking lot.  The powerful tornadoes that have been tearing through the south 

(cutting off the power at camp recently) and causing so much destruction are 

described by people as “Acts of God.”.   

Today we’re going to zero in on 3 acts of God that we can examine in 

our first lesson.   We’re going to try and prioritize them in rank of importance 

and necessity – so we can understand what they mean for our lives today.   

Let’s look at 1 Kings 17:17-18 (CSB) first of all: 17 After this, the 

son of the woman who owned the house became ill. His illness got worse 

until he stopped breathing. 18 She said to Elijah, “Man of God, why are 

you here? Have you come to call attention to my iniquity so that my son is 

put to death?” 

This tragedy was certainly an unexpected, powerful event in this 

woman’s life – over which she had no control whatsoever.  We’ll label this type 

of an ACT OF GOD as DEVASTATION.  She was already familiar with it!  

Her husband had died, leaving her a widow.  God had brought a dreadful famine 

over the whole land, because of the wickedness of King Ahab and Queen 

Jezebel who were promoting evil and destructive idol worship throughout the 

land.  Elijah had been depending upon ravens to bring him food.  This woman 

and her son were about to die from starvation when he met up with them.  

Thankfully, in the midst of this devastation, the Lord kept them alive because 

her jug of oil and her jar of flour didn’t run out.   Well – now her son died, and 

her life was as good as over too.  The whole land was devastated!  

That doesn’t sound like something our loving God would do – but, as 

you look through Scripture, time and time again you see Him bring devastation 

upon the land / upon the people / upon believers and unbelievers alike. It’s a 

result of sin - but God allows it. It’s still going on today – you can find a million 

examples of it.  Theologians will call this the “foreign / alien work of God” – 

He brings devastation, although, it’s not His specialty.   He uses this tool in a 

sinful world – but to a positive end, and so that He can do what He longs and 

loves to do: rescue and save people / bring them to repentance and faith / and, 

ultimately, to His side in the glories of heaven.   

In verses 19-23 we see another ACT OF GOD, but this one is of 

another type: 19 But Elijah said to her, “Give me your son.” So he took him 

from her arms, brought him up to the upstairs room where he was staying, 

and laid him on his own bed. 20 Then he cried out to the LORD and said, 

“LORD my God, have you also brought tragedy on the widow I am staying 

with by killing her son?” 21 Then he stretched himself out over the boy 

three times. He cried out to the LORD and said, “LORD my God, please let 

this boy’s life come into him again!”  

22 So the LORD listened to Elijah, and the boy’s life came into him 

again, and he lived. 23 Then Elijah took the boy, brought him down from 

the upstairs room into the house, and gave him to his mother. Elijah said, 

“Look, your son is alive.” 
This miraculous act of God we can label as: INTERVENTION – 

that’s when God steps into the world and works outside the laws of physics and 

outside the boundaries of life and death – and, gives us a little glimpse of what 

He’s capable of.   They might not be all that common and we might never 

witness one (as dramatic as this) in our lives – but we’ll all see what God can do 

when we witness the events of Judgment Day with our own eyes.  In fact, 

Scripture mentions a flurry of supernatural activity only at a few key times in 

history (for example: creation / the Exodus / here at the time of Elijah and 

Elisha / Jesus’ ministry / the Pentecost phenomenon / the Last Day) . . . then 

you have huge spans of time where things seem to go on according to natural 

laws of the universe just as God established them.  Of course, we have no idea 

how much intervention is going on behind the scenes and hidden from our eyes.  

When He does intervene in an overt, visible, and supernatural way, on 

the other hand, we get a glimpse of what GOD is like.  Here in 1 Kings (and 

likewise when God in flesh met the grieving widow of Nain who also lost her 

son) you see that God is a God of love and compassion.  While He himself shed 

tears, He doesn’t like to see people cry.  While He himself suffered, He doesn’t 

like it when His people suffer.  While He had to face the terror of death itself – 

He rose from the dead.   And, we too (unless the Lord returns again before that 

day) will have to face death – and we too will rise from the dead, and 

experience His miraculous intervention first hand, in our own flesh.   

Before that happens at the end of all things, there’s another brand of 

God’s ACTS that we need to consider – see if you can spot it in verse 24: 

Then the woman said to Elijah, “Now I know you are a man of God and the 

LORD’s word from your mouth is true.” 

She knew for a FACT that Elijah was indeed a servant of the One True 

God, whom she knew was a God of love, compassion, and forgiveness – and – 

that His WORD was indeed the TRUTH.  She’d come off this emotional 

rollercoaster with rock-solid faith.  The Bible says that no one can have true and 

saving faith without the power of the Holy Spirit – so, her faith and confidence 

was indeed also an ACT OF GOD.  We’ll call it CONVICTION. 

God brings devastation.    

God intervenes in a miraculous way.   

God brings saving faith; rock solid conviction – all ACTS OF GOD.  

In order to rank these in terms of priority and necessity, we need to 

compare them.  First of all, let’s look at CONVICTION vs. 

INTERVENTION.  Her conviction was Spirit produced confidence and trust in 



her saving Lord of love, who had the power to raise the dead.  What does God 

give her as a result of this “Act of God” in her heart?   (By faith she is 

forgiven, righteous, she is His daughter, she will live in heaven forever.)    How 

long will the effects of this ACT OF GOD last?    Forever.   

What about His miraculous INTERVENTION?  Did it make her 

happy?   Sure.   Did her son provide for her and support her through the rest of 

her earthly life?   You bet.   Is this young man still living?   No.    Both of them 

have long since left this world behind, along with Elijah himself – they have 

crossed over to the other side thousands of years ago.  So, which ACT OF GOD 

would you say is of higher priority or necessity?     . . . . . CONVICTION.     

Now we’ll compare DEVASTATION and CONVICTION:  God 

simply could have prevented the boy from dying in the first place.  He could 

have kept her husband alive too.  He could have spared them all from the 

dreadful famine.  So – let’s say Elijah ran into this healthy, happy, thriving 

little family in Zarephath.   Would they need him for any reason?  Would they 
listen to him?  Would they have faith?  Would she have rock solid conviction 

God is out there and that Elijah is His servant and that the Word of God is 
TRUTH?  Would this woman and her son even wind up in heaven? 

I realize that’s a speculation question – so, let’s make it real for us: If 

we have never been crushed by the Law of God and driven to despair because 
of our own sin and lack of righteousness . . . . . if we haven’t recognized the 

impossible spiritual ditch we’re stuck in and acknowledged that we can’t do a 

thing to save ourselves . . . . if we haven’t experienced that devastation – will we 
ever see our need for a Savior and appreciate what His sacrifice means for 

us???  Devastation of some sort is absolutely necessary before there can ever 

be true conviction and trust in our Savior God for life, truth and salvation.  

Without devastation God knows we’d just go on trusting in ourselves and miss 

out on the gifts our Savior won for us and wants us to have.  If God stopped all 

external and internal devastation – He’d just wind up losing us all.  We’d drift 

away from Him here, and on into eternity.  DEVASTATION brings us to 

repentance and faith, and keeps us close to Him in faith. Devastation is a result 

of sin, but it’s also necessary BECAUSE of sin.   

So – what must come first in terms of priority and necessity?  

DEVASTATION.   Let’s look at how you’ve prioritized these 3 ACTS OF 

GOD: 1) devastation 2) conviction 3) intervention.   What’s truly interesting is 

this: most Christians get this totally upside down.   They spend their lives 

yearning for and chasing miracles; trying to experience the supernatural power 

of God.  They want healing, life, success, glory – right here and now!   

Conviction / faith / knowledge of God’s truth and certainty of His promises 

takes a back seat.  And – they spend their lives running away from devastation 

of any type, and hoping / praying it NEVER comes anywhere near them.   

Jesus’ own disciple Peter had this view on things.  Jesus told them he 

was going to Jerusalem to be betrayed, beaten, mocked, spit upon, and finally 

killed – by wicked and sinful men.  He had a devastating cross to face.  Peter 

took Him aside: – Jesus, NO WAY – this will never happen to you!    Do you 

remember Jesus’ reaction?  (Matthew 16:23) “Get behind me Satan – you do 

not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.”   Peter had things 

upside down.   

Do you ever get things upside down?   Do you expect / demand / pray 

for / beg for / bargain with God to supernaturally intervene in your life bringing 

you (if, that is, He really loves you) unending and overwhelming health / wealth 

/ peace and prosperity?   

Guess what, He does love you.   And, He’s got the right perspective on 

things.  So – what ACT OF GOD can you expect our Loving Father (at this 

stage of your life and eternal existence) to put in our path?   Devastation.    

Romans 5:3 says that we REJOICE in our sufferings because we know that it 

produces good things in us, and we need it.  Jesus told Peter (after he rebuked 

him) and us, “If anyone would come after him, we must deny ourselves, take up 

OUR crosses, and follow Him!”    If you understand God’s order on things, this 

makes sense.  Theologians refer to is as, “The Theology of the CROSS”.  It’s 

100% Biblical: devastation of the LAW must precede the conviction of the 

GOSPEL – but, sadly, it’s quite rare in Christian circles today.   

So, when do WE get OUR miraculous, supernatural, glorious 

INTERVENTIONS?    When He decides the time is right.   Jesus wouldn’t 

come off the cross when he was taunted to do so by those who mocked Him.  

But, on Easter Sunday He did step right out of the empty tomb! When the time 

is right – you will step out of your own empty tomb and experience the 

supernatural glory of God in ways you can’t even imagine.   

ACTS OF GOD take place all the time – in your life too.  Your 

baptism itself follows this progression: Romans 6:3 says we were baptized into 

His death!  In baptism our Old Adam is devastated and drown by the water.  

And – a new life of faith / conviction / trust in our Loving Truthful Lord has 

begun.  And – one day you’ll experience a glorious physical resurrection when 

our Lord says to our dead and decaying bodies: “GET UP!”   

This is simply the progression of our lives here.  Devastation from sin 

is in and all around us.  We know pain and despair, sickness and hardship – it 

drives us to our Lord, because we have nothing else.  So, when you’re totally 

down and out – cheer up!  It’ll probably get worse!   That was the experience of 

the Widow of Zerapheth and the Widow of Nain, and maybe the person in the 

pew next to you! They Lord may very well bring us to our knees or bring us to 

tears – but through it (and by the Power of the Holy Spirit) He brings us to a 

more solid faith of CONVICTION and, one day – like both those widows, all 

our pain will be totally forgotten about and replaced with unending JOY and 

LIFE eternal when everything that is wrong with us and the world . . . will be 

totally healed on that Great Day of God’s Intervention at Jesus’ glorious return.   


