
June 23, 2019  (Pentecost 2 C) 

1 Kings 8:41-43 

“Building Outreach Opportunities:” 

 

I think it’s a rather exciting time here at Grace and we have a lot 

of things going on.  God is blessing the camps at Shiloh over these 2 

weeks. We have a new website and soon we’ll be able to use our new 

camera to upload videos of a higher quality.  Work is progressing on the 

Grace Ministry Center and we have all sorts of ideas on how to use it. 

With all this stuff going on, I think we need to wrestle with a 

fundamental QUESTION: Is it wise to spend a lot of money on a church 

facility?   It’s a building – the church is PEOPLE!   Are we missing 

outreach opportunities locally and globally because we’re spending 

significant time and energy on the church property?   

I’m going to let that “gel” in your mind for a moment today, as I 

take you back in time to give you some perspective on this issue.  We’re 

going WAY back in time to Solomon, the son of the famous King David, 

nearly 3,000 years ago.  Solomon knew it would be his duty, his calling, 

and his honor and privilege to build a glorious “church” – the Temple in 

Jerusalem.  Notice his words in 1 Kings 5:3-5  “You know that because 

of the wars waged against my father David from all sides, he could not 

build a temple for the Name of the LORD his God until the LORD put 

his enemies under his feet. 4 But now the LORD my God has given me 

rest on every side, and there is no adversary or disaster. 5 I intend, 

therefore, to build a temple for the Name of the LORD my God, as the 

LORD told my father David, when he said, ‘Your son whom I will put 

on the throne in your place will build the temple for my Name.’”  

This project was not going to be done “on the cheap” – it was no 

plain box, made of cinder block to merely “serve a basic purpose”.  No – 

this was, perhaps, one of the finest and most glorious structures ever 

made by man.  Chapter 6 gives us a glimpse as to what it was like: 1 

Kings 6:17-22  “The main hall in front of this room was forty cubits 

long. [That’s about 60 feet] 18 The inside of the temple was cedar, 

carved with gourds and open flowers. Everything was cedar; no stone 

was to be seen. 19 He prepared the inner sanctuary within the temple 

to set the ark of the covenant of the LORD there. 20 The inner 

sanctuary was twenty cubits long, twenty wide and twenty high. He 

overlaid the inside with pure gold, and he also overlaid the altar of 

cedar. 21 Solomon covered the inside of the temple with pure gold, and 

he extended gold chains across the front of the inner sanctuary, which 

was overlaid with gold. 22 So he overlaid the whole interior with gold. 

He also overlaid with gold the altar that belonged to the inner 

sanctuary.”  

Could you imagine?!  Everything was covered with GOLD, and 

nothing but the absolute best materials were used, with striking attention 

to detail – this was absolutely the BEST they could do . . . after all . . . it 

was to be God’s House.  Solomon also went “all out” on the dedication 

service when this structure was complete: 1 Kings 8:62-63  “Then the 

king and all Israel with him offered sacrifices before the LORD. 63 

Solomon offered a sacrifice of fellowship offerings to the LORD: 

twenty-two thousand cattle and a hundred and twenty thousand sheep 

and goats. So the king and all the Israelites dedicated the temple of the 

LORD.” 
This guy was WEALTHY!  Israel was wealthy! They finally had 

relative calm on their borders. Never before and never again would the 

Old Testament nation of Israel have such peace and prosperity.  Chapter 

10 gives us a glimpse at what life was like in those days: 1 Kings 10:14-

21  “The weight of the gold that Solomon received yearly was 666 

talents [that’s about 25 tons],  not including the revenues from 

merchants and traders and from all the Arabian kings and the 

governors of the land. 16 King Solomon made two hundred large 

shields of hammered gold; six hundred bekas of gold went into each 

shield. 17 He also made three hundred small shields of hammered 

gold, with three minas of gold in each shield. The king put them in the 

Palace of the Forest of Lebanon. 18 Then the king made a great throne 

inlaid with ivory and overlaid with fine gold. 19 The throne had six 

steps, and its back had a rounded top. On both sides of the seat were 

armrests, with a lion standing beside each of them. 20 Twelve lions 

stood on the six steps, one at either end of each step. Nothing like it 

had ever been made for any other kingdom. 21 All King Solomon’s 

goblets were gold, and all the household articles in the Palace of the 

Forest of Lebanon were pure gold. Nothing was made of silver, 

because silver was considered of little value in Solomon’s days.”  
Solomon used that wealth to build a glorious Temple for 

Jerusalem, for Israel, and for the whole world.  God’s House was a high 

priority for him.  It would be the one place people could come to worship 

the ONE True God – in a world full of useless idols.  It was the one place 

sinners could come and find forgiveness from a Holy God, and eternal 

salvation in heaven.  Not only was it a beautiful and breathtaking House 

of worship for God’s people – it also provided them with outreach 

opportunities, as we see in Solomon’s prayer at the dedication (the last 

verses of our first lesson for today):  



1 Kings 8:41-43 (CSB) 41 “Even for the foreigner who is not 

of your people Israel but has come from a distant land because of 

your name—42 for they will hear of your great name, strong hand, 

and outstretched arm, and will come and pray toward this temple—

43 may you hear in heaven, your dwelling place, and do according to 

all the foreigner asks. Then all peoples of earth will know your 

name, to fear you as your people Israel do and to know that this 

temple I have built bears your name.”  
His prayer was answered!  The Queen of Sheba (among many 

others, I’m sure) came and found out about the One True God – hearing 

about our sin, the promise of a Savior to come, and the forgiveness that 

God provides through the shedding of blood – and the gift of salvation 

that He wants all people to have through repentance and faith in Him.   

If you have a chance to read through these chapters today at 

home – don’t stop with Chapter 10.  Read on, and you’ll see that the 

good things didn’t last very long at all.  In chapter 11 we read these sad 

verses: 1 Kings 11:1-6 (excerpts) “King Solomon, however, loved many 

foreign women besides Pharaoh’s daughter . . . They were from 

nations about which the LORD had told the Israelites, ‘You must not 

intermarry with them, because they will surely turn your hearts after 

their gods.’ . . .  As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after 

other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the LORD his God, 

as the heart of David his father had been. 5 He followed Ashtoreth the 

goddess of the Sidonians, and Molech the detestable god of the 

Ammonites. 6 So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the LORD; he did not 

follow the LORD completely, as David his father had done.”  

Keep reading . . . and it keeps getting worse.  The great kingdom 

of Israel was divided when he died, into 2 less powerful nations.  The 

Northern Kingdom of 10 tribes was totally wiped out in 722 B.C.  In 586 

B.C. this glorious Temple . . . was reduced to rubble, and the people of 

the Southern Kingdom were taken away as slaves to Babylon.  All the 

gold was stripped off – and used, no doubt, to build heathen idols in 

Babylon.   

Did the outreach opportunities stop when the Temple was 

destroyed?  No – they were just different!  Daniel in the lion’s den,  the 3 

men in the fiery furnace, and Ezekiel preaching his powerful sermons 

down by the Kebar River . . . proclaimed God’s power and love so loudly 

that (half a millennium later) Wise Men from that region came to 

worship Jesus – the promised Son of God, the One they had been longing 

to see.   

How does all this history give us perspective regarding the 

question I brought up earlier?  Well – I hope you realize that MONEY 

and WEALTH is really not the issue.  Whether you are as fabulously 

wealthy as Solomon and can build God’s House – or a poor slave, 

captured and taken to a foreign land . . . opportunities for outreach – to 

share God’s love, His power, His truth and grace – will always be there.   

But . . . before any outreach of the Gospel can even take place – 

one’s heart must be right with God.  No one had wisdom like Solomon – 

and his heart was led astray by the people he surrounded himself with.  

No one today has ever seen the wonderful miracles and heard teaching 

directly from the lips of Christ like Judas did – but his heart was drawn 

away from God by the allure of money.  These are shocking and startling 

case histories for us to examine!  

I think we need to begin with questions like these: “Is God really 

#1 in my heart?  Do I really care about God’s House and making time to 

be here?  Is God’s House really more of a priority than my house?  Do I 

really care about reaching the lost for Christ?  How am I at risk for 

falling away, is it my peace and prosperity, or something else? Is God’s 

work more important to me than the fun and entertaining things I want to 

do? 

Those are real painful questions we need to ask – and they bring 

us to our knees before a God we have sinned against countless times and 

in countless ways.  Thankfully He is a God who has won forgiveness for 

us all – in the blood of Christ who was slain once for all.  He does 

forgive us – and that pure GRACE produces fruit in our hearts and lives.  

It produces a desire to make God’s House as great as we can, because the 

building can provide opportunities – it’s a special place where we come 

to be with our King, and receive His grace, forgiveness and truth (and 

proclaim it).  It’s a place that does provide us with outreach 

opportunities when people come to our programs and events.  It also 

inspires us to be involved, and give our hard-earned money to support 

Gospel ministry in our city, our country, and our world.   

We are, thankfully, always going to have outreach opportunities 

– whether we have a building or not / whether we’re as rich as Solomon 

– or poor and homeless like the Apostle Paul.  We’re not as rich as 

Solomon – but, look around, we do have a LOT!  So . . . How much of 

our time, energy and money do we spend on our house of worship, and 

how much do we spend on Kingdom work outside these walls . . . well, 

you’ll need the wisdom of Solomon; wisdom that only God can grant 

you . . . to answer that!  But . . . it’s the right question to be asking!  


