
April 21, 2019  (EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP) 

1 Corinthians 15:51-57 

“Don’t you want to know how it ends?” 
 

I’ve discovered something about life in East Texas: you spend a 

LOT of time in the car!  Every week it’s hours and hours of driving – to 

church and back / to town / to visit people and make calls – all of it 

requiring hours behind the wheel. In order to make the driving go by 

easier, I’ve been listening to audio books; lots of them.  My favorite ones 

are the Clive Cussler novels (many of you know them). They are fun / 

exciting / easy to follow – and they don’t use bad language or 

inappropriate content. The good guys always win in the end, and I like 

that. Recently I had downloaded a book from the online library, and was 

right at the climax of the novel . . . and it expired. I NEVER GOT TO 

FIND OUT HOW IT ENDED!  The book had a bunch of others waiting 

in line to check it out, so I couldn’t hear the ending.   

It’s annoying.  It’s like when the power or cable goes out during 

the exciting part of a show or game you’re watching.  You get over it. 

But . . . regarding the more serious issues in life, not knowing how it’s 

going to end can cause us a great deal of anxiety. Is my marriage going 

to survive? Are my kids going to remain strong in faith through college? 

Is the company I work for going to survive?  Am I going to have a job?  

How’s my family going to get by if we have no income?  Doctor – be 

straight with me, tell me – is it going to be OK?  Am I going to survive 

this?  

Boy – over the years a lot of people have asked God questions 

like that.  Do you know that He provides answers to those serious 

questions?  Oh – He doesn’t whisper in our ear; that would just confuse 

us and leave us with more uncertainty.  

Instead, he’s chosen to clearly POST the answers we need for 

life’s questions.  He posts them up for us on the pages of the Bible – He 

preserved thousands of matching copies in the original languages 

(Hebrew and Greek).  He’s had them translated into almost every 

language spoken and distributed across the whole world.  The most 

common book on the planet is the BIBLE.   And – it’s full of answers 

about God, heaven, eternity, salvation, redemption – of course, it’s all 

about Jesus.  It culminates in His death and (what we celebrate today) – 

his glorious resurrection.  He swallowed up death in victory and took 

away the sting of death which is sin.  He paid the penalty for the world’s 

evil that fallen people might be reconciled to a holy God.  He did all this 

and rose, and it was well witnessed and documented and preserved for 

us. People saw Him alive again with their own eyes – hundreds of them.  

People though the years have seen him alive, as we too, with the eyes of 

faith through God’s Word.  People have ended their earthly journey and 

have seen Him alive in glory when they stand before Him to receive His 

judgment and find out where they get to spend eternity.   

So – what’s that day going to be like for you?  Don’t you want to 

know how it’s going to end?  Don’t you want some reliable, solid 

information from God Himself about how it’s going to play out?  He’s 

got it for you – and IT WILL CHANGE HOW YOU LIVE / it will 

CHANGE HOW YOU DIE.   God’s got some awesome information that 

changes everything in life.  Don’t worry, it’s a good change!  Check out 

what He tells us in   1 Corinthians 15:51-57 

51 Look, I tell you a mystery. We will not all sleep, but we 

will all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the blink of an eye, at the last 

trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 

imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For this perishable body 

must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on 

immortality. 54 But once this perishable body has put on 

imperishability, and this mortal body has put on immortality, then 

what is written will be fulfilled: 

Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 Death, where is your 

sting? Grave, where is your victory? 56 The sting of death is sin, and 

the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the 

victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!  

People often think that if you know the ending to a novel – it 

ruins it.  I don’t think that’s necessarily true – for example, I know in the 

Clive Cussler novels that the good guys are always going to win . . . but 

it’s still exciting to see how it all plays out.  Having God tell us how it’s 

all going to end (for us) thanks to our victorious Savior, makes the 

experience of life / the journey of life WAY Better! 

It changes how you live.  When we finally realize that life’s not 

just about getting stuff, or hanging on to the things we have and scraping 

to get more . . . it’s not about having wealth, power, success, piles of 

friends . . . Those things don’t truly satisfy our hearts.   When we realize 

that life is really about God gathering souls to grow His family – then 

things begin to make sense.  Then we realize it’s not about this short life 

at all!  It’s MORE.  It’s about how it all ends.   It’s about having an 

eternal home in the paradise Christ opened up for us. On that Day we’ll 

all share in the glory of the Resurrection (and have our own Easters) – 

but the stories and journeys of our pilgrimages are still unique, 

interesting, and amazing in their own ways.  



I was born into what (I guess you could call) a typical Canadian 

family.  My parents were “technically” Christian, I guess, but they never 

went to church.  They wanted happiness and success (like everyone else), 

but they didn’t have time for God.  One day a neighbor invited them to a 

WELS Lutheran church in Edmonton, they took a Bible Information 

Class like the ones we offer, they joined that little church, and they began 

to understand that life is WAY more that what they thought.  Knowing 

the END changed things.  It allowed them to be less attached to things / 

to find REAL happiness and contentment, meaning and joy.  They 

passed that along to their children. People ask me often why I wanted to 

be a pastor, especially since I’m maybe not the typical “pastor type”. 

There’s no money in it.  True, but if you understand how it all ends and 

what it’s all about – you can’t believe what a privilege it is to have a job 

like this.  I get to help people come to know Christ, and/or get to know 

Him better. I get to help them clarify and simplify things in this 

confusing world and see things clearly so they can actually know where 

to go and enjoy life knowing how it’s all going to end.  That’s a pretty 

amazing thing! 

God comes right down to us with His message: it’s a tough 

message to hear and we dare not soften it.  It exposes our sin and our 

desperate need for a Savior.  The darkness and ugliness we waded 

through in Lent (and especially Good Friday) lurks right there in our 

hearts too. We like to think we don’t need help – but we do.  We’re 

drowning in the futility of our sins by nature, and would be lost without 

Jesus – who’s like A LIFE PRESERVER in a way.  God places Him on 

us when we come to faith in Him.  He rescues us from our guilt, shame 

and sins.  He keeps our head above water – allowing us to relax and to 

actually enjoy life instead of frantically trying to keep our heads up on 

our own.  Believers can smile knowing that Jesus is our victorious 

champion, He’s taken our sin away and forgiven us, He leads us though 

life and He’s in total control of things.  

Unbelievers all around us are searching for a mere outward 

peace, and hoping (in vain) to avoid suffering of all kinds. But – Jesus 

gives us a peace that can be strong right through darkness and suffering.  

As life flies by (whether it’s a tranquil life or not) Jesus gives us peace 

knowing how it’s going to end.  It’s not like that guy Jack on that Titanic 

movie – life ends and you just sink into oblivion.  God wants Jesus to be 

in our hearts and around us by faith like a life preserver – so that when 

life is done, He can simply reel us into His home and we don’t have to 

sink into oblivion.  Having Jesus and seeing how it ends changes how 

we die.     

You don’t watch an hour of a movie, then say: Well – that’s it!  It 

looks like the bad guys are going to win – and turn it off.  You stick with 

it until the end because you want to see a HAPPY ENDING.  Jesus gives 

us that happy ending, and He lets us see that now.  He proved it for us by 

raising from the dead Himself to show what’s coming for us. Death 

doesn’t have to be some scary, tragic event filled with doubts and fears 

for us. We’re not opening the door to some dark and scary unknown – we 

know how it’s going to end, and we know the believer is reeled up to 

heaven, and that one day we too will rise.  Jesus said so – He’s always 

right.  His resurrection is proof of that.  

That’s the END OF THE STORY for God’s children by faith.  

So, what about this chapter?  Do you want THIS part of life to mean 

something?  You could be a good neighbor and help people – those 

things are good.  You could give money to fight diseases like cancer and 

diabetes, that’s a noble cause.  BUT – you could do something that 

means even more!  Think about how it ends.  Wouldn’t you want to 

greet someone in heaven who’s there because YOU were somehow 

involved in God’s saving work?   

o Don’t you want to meet people up there who benefited from your 

life here?  What if someone approached you in heaven to thank-you 

because your life / efforts / words / spoken (or done) down here 

brought Jesus and His forgiveness to them – wouldn’t that be 

amazing?  

o Don’t you want to know that your money was used for something 

more than just buying stuff that winds up in landfills?  Your 

offerings can bring Jesus to souls half a world away – isn’t that 

amazing?  

o Don’t you want to be stronger in your faith and more solid in your 

knowledge so that you know what to say when the topic comes up in 

conversation – that way, you can not only have confidence in what 

you believe and why, but you can also make a difference in a 

spiritual way and be prepared to share Jesus with the lost.   

We already know the ending.  So, let’s enjoy life – the journey is 

still exciting. Let’s celebrate Jesus’ resurrection and let’s look forward to 

our own.  Let’s make a difference with THIS chapter of life and let’s 

always hang on to our Savior – right up to the Glorious End, the one that 

we already know about – where death is ultimately and completely 

swallowed up in VICTORY! Darkness may reign for a time . . . but 

LIGHT triumphs – Easter is proof of that!   


