
 
 

Jesus said: 

Love one another,                              

as I have loved you. 
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                      GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

God’s Word for Today 

The entirety of God’s Word can be summed up in one word: LOVE. God’s Law is all 
about love. “Love the Lord your God with all your heart” and “Love your neighbor as 
yourself” (Matthew 22:37,39). The gospel is all about love: “For God so loved the 
world that he gave his one and only Son” (John 3:16). From His compassion for the 
sick and broken, to His sacrificial death on the cross, to the peace He provided after 
His resurrection, Jesus was the perfect embodiment of love. Love is His business.  
Therefore, love is our business too. The resurrection reality is that with the same 
supernatural power by which God raised Jesus from the dead, God now enables us 
to live a new life—one marked by radically selfless love. The motivation and ability 
to do this comes from seeing the endless love Christ has for us. We love only 
because He first loved us. 

Before Worship 

Take time for prayer and to review the lessons and the service notes.                                                    

General Information 

The restrooms are located in the fellowship hall. 
Visitors – welcome, and please take a moment and sign 
the guestbook in the fellowship hall. 

Serving in Worship 

Music: Rachel Halldorson 
Ushers: Mike Jensen, Kurt Knurr   
Pastor: Wayne Halldorson 
Pastor’s Cell: 903-717-1922 
Pastor’s Email: grace.tx.pastor@gmail.com 

Church Information 

Address:  6788 FM 115 - Scroggins, TX 75480    
Phone: 903-860-3749 
Website: www.gracenearthelake.com 
Email: gracenearthelake@gmail.com 
Facebook: facebook.com/gracenearthelake1  
Prayer Requests: prayers.grace.wels@gmail.com /        
text to 520-236-9673   
 

T-Loop Hearing 

Assistance 

If you have a hearing aid 

with a T-coil, you can 

connect it to the T-Loop 

device installed throughout 

the church building. 

Headsets are available for 

anyone needing hearing 

assistance. Personal ear-

buds can also be used with 

a head set. See Kris 

Martinson if you need 

assistance. 
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 Worship Service 

557 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice CW 557 sts. 1, 8–10 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Richard Massie, 1800–1887, alt.; Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, Wittenberg, 1524 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
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Opening Blessing 

The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Confession & Absolution 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not 

in us. 

 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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557 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice CW 557 sts. 2, 4 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Richard Massie, 1800–1887, alt.; Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, Wittenberg, 1524 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent His 

only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave His life as the atoning sacrifice for the 

sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by 

His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  Our citizenship is in heaven. (Philippians 3:20) And we eagerly 

await a Savior from there; the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

When Christ, who is your life, appears again in the same way He 

ascended into heaven, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 
(Colossians 3:4) 
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Never again will we hunger; never again will we thirst. For the Lamb 

at the center of the throne will be our Shepherd. He will lead us to 

springs of living water. And God will wipe away every tear from our 

eyes. (Revelation 7:16-17) 

 

We now have peace with God through Christ Jesus our Lord. (Ro. 5:1)   

Let us respond to His grace and forgiveness by clinging to Him in faith, 

and following Him all the way home to heaven: 

 

557 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice CW 557 st. 7 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Richard Massie, 1800–1887, alt.; Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, Wittenberg, 1524 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray: 

O God, You are the giver of everything good. Inspire us, Your humble 

servants, to long for what is right and, through Your gracious guidance, 

accomplish it to Your glory; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 
Be seated 

The Word 

First Reading Acts 9:36–42 

 36In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is 

Dorcas); she was always doing good and helping the poor. 37About 

that time she became sick and died, and her body was washed and 

placed in an upstairs room. 38Lydda was near Joppa; so when the 

disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and 

urged him, “Please come at once!” 

 39Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs 

to the room. All the widows stood around him, crying and showing 

him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was 

still with them. 

 40Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his 

knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, 

get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. 41He took 

her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called for the 

believers, especially the widows, and presented her to them alive. 
42This became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the 

Lord. 
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Psalm 89 read responsively 

I will sing of the LORD’s great love forever; 

    with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known through all     

    generations. 

I will declare that your love stands firm forever, 

    that you have established your faithfulness in heaven itself. 

The heavens praise your wonders, LORD, 

    your faithfulness too, in the assembly of the holy ones. 

  

Who is like you, LORD God Almighty? 

    You, LORD, are mighty, and your faithfulness surrounds you. 

Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you, 

    who walk in the light of your presence, LORD. 

They rejoice in your name all day long; 

    they celebrate your righteousness. 

Second Reading 1 John 4:7–11,19–21 

 7Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. 

Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Whoever 

does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9This is how 

God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the 

world that we might live through him. 10This is love: not that we loved 

God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for 

our sins. 11Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love 

one another. 

 19We love because he first loved us. 20Whoever claims to love God 

yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their 

brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom 

they have not seen. 21And he has given us this command: Anyone who 

loves God must also love their brother and sister. 
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Verse of the Day 1 Corinthians 13:13 

Alleluia, and now these three remain: faith, hope and love.  

But the greatest of these is love. Alleluia. 

 

 
 

Gospel Reading John 15:9–17 

 9“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in 

my love. 10If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just 

as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11I have 

told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be 

complete. 12My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 
13Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command. 15I no longer 

call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s 

business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I 

learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16You did not 
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choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go 

and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my 

name the Father will give you. 17This is my command: Love each 

other.” 

Children’s Message & Song Jesus loves me, this I know 

728 This Is My Will CW 728 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 
Text: James Quinn, SJ, 1919–2010, alt. 
Tune: Gaelic, 19th cent. 
Text: © 1969 James Quinn, SJ, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: OneLicense no. A-712787 
Tune: Public domain 

Sermon 

John 15:9-17 “My ἀγάπῃ Friend” 
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728 This Is My Will CW 728 st. 5 

 

 

 
 

Offering  2 Corinthians 8:9 

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was 

rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through His 

poverty might become rich. 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  

        Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day He rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Holy Christian Church, 

            the Communion of Saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Almighty God and Father, we thank You for all Your mercies, especially 

for the gift of Your Son, through whom You have revealed Your 

gracious will. He love us, and still does, with God’s pure and holy love. 

We praise you for the Holy Spirit and His working through the means 

of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our 

lives. 

  

Strengthen and defend Your Church, that by Your Word and 

Sacraments faith may grow and love toward all may increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

  

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, 

Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith.                              

Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them Your love, and take them into Your tender care. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray for all those who need your love and help in 

some way . . .  

 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served 

You, and who now rest from their labors. Console those who are 

mourning or living with sadness, pain, or grief. 
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Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

  

Grant us these things, Father, according to Your good and perfect will, 

for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

In Him we have confidence to approach Your throne, O God.  

 

Blessed Lord, You have given us Your Holy Scriptures for our learning. 

May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being 

strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the 

blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

721 What a Friend We Have in Jesus CW 721 
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Announcements 

Grace Outreach Event  

Thank you to everyone who helped out, participated in, and 
attended our Grace Fun Day yesterday. May God bless the Gospel 
seeds of love that we seek to scatter around our community.  

Potluck Lunch + Council / LoG 

Join us for lunch after the service if you are able to stick around! 
Council will meet (GMC) to discuss the insurance issue (Church 
Mutual has decided to cancel our policy, as they have for many of 
our churches in TX). The Ladies of Grace will gather in the fellowship 
area after the lunch.  

Bible Classes 

Please consider participating in one (or more) of our weekly classes – 
1 Corinthians on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am. “Radical Sayings of 
Jesus” Monday mornings at 10 am at Jo’s Coffee in Mt. Pleasant. 
Exodus on Wednesdays at 3:00 pm / Revelation on Thursdays at 6:00 
pm.  The monthly Parables class on the last Friday of the month 
(10:30 am at Grace) with the men’s and women’s lunch out to follow 
at 11:30 am. The Discovering Grace class on Christian doctrine is 
available to anyone interested, speak with Pastor to arrange a time.  

Hosanna’s Graduation & Halldorson Open House 

Dear Grace Family, you are all invited to join us in celebrating 
Hosanna's high school graduation. While Wisconsin is a long way to 
go to attend her actual graduation, you can view the ceremony on 
May 25th at 10am here - 
https://www.lps.wels.net/apps/pages/specialservices. 

You are also invited to our home for a post graduation Open House! 
Come on over to Halldorson Hacienda on Sunday, June 2 from           
1-4 pm. We are at 245 Private Road 2714 in Mt. Pleasant. If you've 
never been to our place and plan on coming, please ask us ahead of 
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time for directions just to make sure you make it to the right place. 
(GPS can get it wrong.) Please RSVP to Rachel for the gate code.  

Hosanna is planning on attending Martin Luther College in New Ulm, 
MN in the fall. She'd like to be a Christian Day School teacher and 
earn her degree in elementary education. Your support and prayers 
are always appreciated!  Rachel Halldorson 

Upcoming Schedule 

Today  9 / 10 am  Bible Class / Worship  
Today  11:00 am Potluck Lunch 
Today  11:45 am  Ladies of Grace / Council (GMC)  
May 6  10:00 am Bible Class at Jo’s in Mt. Pleasant 
May 7  all day   Pastor’s circuit golf outing 
May 8  3:00 pm Genesis Bible Class 
May 9  6:00 pm Revelation Bible Class 
May 12  9 / 10 am Bible Class / Worship + Communion 
May 13  10:00 am Bible Class at Jo’s in Mt. Pleasant 
May 15  3:00 pm Genesis Bible Class 
May 16  10:00 am MWM at the GMC 
May 16  6:00 pm Revelation Bible Class 
May 19  9 / 10 am Bible Class / Worship + Communion 
May 20  10:00 am Bible Class at Jo’s in Mt. Pleasant 
May 22  3:00 pm Genesis Bible Class 
 
Please note, Pastor and his family are in WI from May 23-30. Bible 
classes will be on hold for that week; worship will still be held Sunday 
morning at 10:00 am.  Communion has been moved from the 26th to 
the 19th.  
 
 


